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[ CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 224.] 


While a hope may reascnably be indulged, that, 


COTTON. There is something in. the texture of| with due care and attention, the national cotton may 


this material, which adapts it in a péculiar degree to 
the application of machines. 

The singular utility of the mill for spinning of cot- 
ton, not long since invented in England, has been 
noticed in another place: but there are other ma- 
chines s¢arcely inferior in utility, which, in the dif- 
ferent manufactures of this article, are emploved 
either exclusivly or with more than ordinary effect. 
This very important ¢ircumstance recommends the 
fabrics of cotton, in a more particular manner, to a 
country in which a defect of hands constitutes the 

atest obstacle to success. 

The variety and extent of the uses to which the 
manufactures of this article are applicable, is ano- 
ther powerful argument in their favor. 

And the facutty of the United States to produce 
the raw material in abundance, and of a quality, 
which, though alleged to be inferior to some that is 
produced in other quarters, is nevertheless capable 
of being uséd with advantage in many fabrics, and 
ts probably susceptible of being carried, by a more 
experienced culture, to much greater perfection, 
suggests an additional anda very cogent induce- 
ment to the vigorous pursuit of the cotton branch, 
m its several subdivisions. 

How much has been already done, has been stated 
in a preceding part of this report. 

In addition to this it may be announced, that a so- 
ciety is forming, with a capital which is expected to 
be extended to at least half a million of dollars; on 
behalf of which measures are already in train for 
prosecuting, ona large scale, the making and print- 
ing of cotton goods. 


be made to approach nearer than it now does tp that 
of regions somewhat’ more favored by climate, and 
while facts authorise an opinion, that very great use 
may be made of it, and that it is a resource which 
gives greater security to the cotton fabrics of this 
country, than can be enjoyed by any which depends 
wholly on external supply, it will certainly be wise 
in every view, to let our infant manufaciures have 
the full benefit of the best materials, on the cheap- 
est terms. It is obvious, that the necessity of hav- 
ing such materials, is proportioned to the unskiiful- 
ness and inexperience of the workmen empleyed, 
who, if inexpert, wil! not fail to commit great waste, 
where the materials they are te work with, are of an 
indifferent kind. 

To secure to the nationsl manufacturers so essen- 
tial an advantage, a repeal of the present duty on 
imported cotton is indispensable. 

A substitute for this, far more encouraging to de- 
mestic production, will be to grant a bounty on the 
national cotton, when wrought at a home manufac- 
tory : to which a bounty on the exportatton of it may 
be added. Either or both would do much more to- 
wards promoting the growth of the article, than the 
merely nominal encouragement, which it is proposed 
to ‘abolish. The first would also have a direct in- 
fluence in encouraging the manufacture. 

The bounty, which has been mentioned, as exist- 
ing in Great Britain, upon the exportation of coarse 
‘linens, not exceeding a certain value, applies also to 
icertain descriptions of cotton gocds of similar 





value. 


This furnishes an additional argument for allow- 


These circumstances conspire to indicate the ex-;ing to the national manufacturers the species of en- 
pediency of removing any obstructions, which may |Couragement just suggested, and indeed for adding 


happen to exist, to the advantageous prosecution of| 
the manufactories in question, and of adding such} 
encouragements as may appear necessary and proper. 


The present duty of three cents per pound, on| 
the foreign raw material, is undoubtedly a very se- 
rious impediment te tie progress of those manufac- 
turers. 

The injurious tendency of similar duties, either 
prior to the establishment, or in the infancy of the 
domestic manufacture of the article, as it regards 


some other aid. 

One cent per yard, not less than of a given width, 
on all goods of cotton, or of cotten and linen mixed, 
which are manufactured in the United States, with 
the addition of one cent per pound weight of the 
material, if made of national cotton, would smount 
to an aid of censiderable importance, both to the 
production, and to the manufaciure of that valua< 
ble article. And it is conceived that the expenses 
would be well justified by the magnitude of the ob- 


the manufacture, and their worse than inutility injject. 


relation to the home production of the material it- 
self, have been anticipated, particularly in discuss- 
ing the subject of pecuniary bounties. 

Cotton has not the same pretensions with hemp, 
to form an exteption to the general rule. 

Not being, like hemp, an universal production of 
the country, it affords less assurance of an adequate 
internal supply ; but the chief objection arises from 
the doubts, which are entertained concerning the! 
quality of the national cotton. It is alleged, that 
the fibre of it is considerably shorter and weaker, 
than that of some other places; and it has been ob-; 
served, as a general rule, that the nearer the place 
of growth to the equator, the better the quality of 
the cotton. That which comes from Cayenne, Suri- 








ham, and Demarara, is sail to be preferable, even: 
ata material difference of price, to the cottan of the 
islands. 


Vou. V. ; 





The printing and staining of cotter goods is Known 
to be a distinct business from the fabrication of them. 
It is one easily accomplished, and which, as it adds 
materially to the value of the article in its white 
state, and prepares it for a variety of new uses, is of 
importance to be promoted. 

As imported cottons, equally with those which are 
made at home, may be the objec's of this manufac- 
ture, it will merit consideration, whether the whoie} 
or apart of the duty, on the white goods, ought not 
to be allowed to be drawn b=ck, in favor of those, 
who print or stain them. This measure would cer- 
tainly operate as a powerful encouragement to the 
business; and, though it may in a degree counter: 
act the original fabrication of the articles, it woull 
probably more than compensate for this disadvan- 
tage, in the rapid growth of a collateral bronch, 
which is of a nature sgoner to cttain to maturity. 
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When a sufficient progress shall have been made, the 
tirawback may be abrogated, and by that time’ the 
domestic supply of the articles to be printed or stain- 
ed will have been extended. | 

If the duty of seven and a half per cent. on certain 
kinds of cotton goods were extended to all beste ot 
cetton, or of which it is the principal material, it 
would probably more than counterbalance the effect 
of the drawback proposed, in relation to the fabri- 
cation of the article. And no material objection oc- 
curs to such an extension. The du'y, then, consi- 
dering all the circumstances which attend goods of 
this description, could not be deemed inconvenient- 
ly high; and it-may be inferred from various causes, 
that the prices of them would still continue mo- 
gerate. 

- Manufactories of cotton goods, not long since es- 
tablished at Beveriy, in Massachusetts, and at Pro- 
vidence, in the state of Rhode Island, and conduct 
ed with a perseverance corresponding with the pa- 
triotic motives which began them, seem to have 
overcome the first obstacles to success ; producing 
eorduroys, velverets, fustains, jeans, and other si- 
milar articles, of a quality, which will bear a com- 
parison with the like articles brought from Manches- 
ter. The one at Providence has the merit of being 
the first in introducing into the United States, the 
celebrated cotton mill; which not only furnishes 
materials for that manufactory itself, but for the sup- 
ply of private families for household manufacture. 

ther manufuctories of the same material, as re- 
gular business¢s, have also been begun at different 
places in the state of Connecticut, but all upona 
smaller scaie than those above mentioned. Some es- 
says are also making in the printing and staining of 
cotton goods. There are several small establish- 
ments of this kind already on foot. 

WOOL. In a country the climate of which par- 
takes of so considerable a proportion of winter, as 
that of agreat part of the United States, the wool- 
len branch cannot be regarded as inferior toany, which 
relates to the clothing of the inhabitants. 

Household manufaciures of this material are car- 
ried.on, in different parts of the United Siates, to a 
Very interesting extent : but there is only one branch, 
which, as a regular business, can be said to have ac- 
quired maturity. This is the making of hats. 

Hats of wool, and of wool mixed with fur, are 
made in large quantities, in different states; and 
nothing seems wanting, but an adequate supply of 
materials, to render the manufacture commensurate 
with the demand. : 

A promising essay, towards the fabrication of 
eloths, cassimers, znd other woollen goods, is like- 
wise going on at Hartford, m Connecticut. Speci- 
mens of the different kinds which are made, in the 
possession of the secretary, evince that these fabrics 
have attained a very considerable degree of perfec- 
tion. Their quality certainly surpasses any thing, 
that could have been looked for, in so short a time, 
and under so great disadvantages ;. and conspires 
with the scantiness of the means, which have been 
at the command of the directors, to form the eulo- 
gium of that.public spirit, persevérance, and judg- 
ment, which-have been able to accomplish so much. 

Yo cherish and bring to maturity this precious 
embryo must engage the most ardent wishes, and 
proportionable regre*, as faras the means of doing 
it may appear difficult or uncertain. 

, Measures, which should tend to promote an abun- 
dant supply of wool, of good quality, would proba- 


sirable expedient, for that purpose ; but it may not 
be alone sufficient, especially as it is yet a problem, 
whether our wool be capable of such a degree of 
improvement, as to render it fit for the finer fabrics, 

Premiums would probably be found the best means 
of promoting. the domestic, and bounties the foreign 
supply : the first may be within the compass of the 
instivution hereafter to be submitted. The last would 
require a specific legislative provision. Lf «ny boun. 
ties are granted, they ought, of course, to be ad. 
justed with an eye to quality as well as quantity. 

A fund for this purpose may be derived frem the 
addition of two and a half per cent. to the present 
tate of duty, on carpets and carpeting ; an increase, 
to which the nature of the articles suggests no ob. 
jection, and which may, at the same time, furnish 
a motive the more, to the fabrication of them at 
home; towards which some beginnings have been. 
made. 

SILK. The production of this article is attended 
with great facility in most parts of the United 
States. Some pleasing essays are making in Con- 
necticut, as well towards that, as towards the ma- 
nufacture of what is produced. Stockings, hand- 
kerchiefs, ribands and buttons, are made, though as 
yet but in smail quantities. 

A manufactory of lace, upon a scale not very ex- 
tensive, has been long memorable at Ipswich, in the 
state of Massachusetts. 

An exemption of the material from the duty, 
which it now pays on importatisn, and premiums 
upon the production, to be dispensed under the 
direction of the institution before alluded to, seem 
to be the only species of encouragement advisable 
at so early a stage of the thing. 

GLASS. The materials for making glass are found 
every where. In the United States, there is no defi- 
ciency of them. The sands and stones calied tarso, 
which inciude flinty and crystaline substances gene- 
raliy, and the salts of various plants, particularly of the 
sea weed kali or Kelp, constitute the essential in- 
gredients. An extraordinary abundance of fuel is a 





particular advantage enjoyed in this country for 
isuch manufactures. They however require large 
capitals and involve much manual labor. 

Different manvfactories of glass are now on foot 
in the United States. The present duty of.12 12 
per cent. on all imported articies of glass, amounts to 
a considerable encouragement to those manufacto- 
ries. If any thing in addition is judged eligible, the 
most proper would appear to be a direct bounty, on 
window glass and biack bottles. 

The first recommends itself as an object of gene- 
ral convenience ; the last adds to that character, the 
circumstance of being an important item in brewe- 
ries. A complaint is made of great deficiency in this 
respect. 

GUN-POWDER. No small progress has been 
of Jate made in the manufacture of this very im- 
portant article; it may, indeed, be considered 4s 
already established ; but its high importance renders 
its further extension very desirable. 

The encouragements, which it already enjoys, are 
a duty of ten per cent. on the foreign rival article, 
and an exemption of saltpetre, one of the principal 
ingredients of which it is composed, from duty. A 
like exemption of sulphur, another chief ingredicnt, 
would appear to be equally proper. No quantity of 
this article has yet been produced from internal 
sources. The use made of it in finishing the bottoms 
of ships, is an additional inducement to placing it 


bly afford the most efficacious aid, that present cir-! the class of free goods. Regulations for the careful 


cumstances permit. 


inspection of the article would have a favorable 





To encourage the raising and improving the breed 
6f sheep at home, would certamly be the most de- 





tendency. . an Ty ) 
PAPER. Mannfactories of paper are among those 


\ 





Un 
sup 
res 


gic 
i 
art 


sid 
ha 


sil] 
sel 


dis 
an 
to 
wi 
pe 
th 
ne 


aw’ 6s @8F 2 














¥ riot 
blem, 
ee of 
rics, 
1eans 
reign 
F the 
ould 
oun. 
» ad. 
y. 

the 
sent 
ase, 
ob. 
Disks 
: et 
eeN. 


led 
ted 
‘ON. 
Na- 
nd. 
) as 





THE WEEKLY REGISTER—HAMILTON’S REPORT. 


227 








hich ate arrived at the greatest maturity in the; measures for affording it, as have appeared best cal- 
United States, and are most adequate to national|culated to answer the end, have been suggested. 


supply. That of paper hangings is a branch, in which 


The observations, which have accompanied this 


respectable progress has been mace. delineation of objects, supercede the necessity of 
Nothing material seems wanting to the further|many supplementary remarks. One or two, however, 
giccess of this valuable branch, which is already|may not be altogether superfiuous. 


protected by a competent duty on similar imported 
articles. 
In the enumeration of the several’ kinds, made 


subject to that duty, sheathing and cartridge paper | diflicult to be managed, and liable to frauds. 
These, being the most simple |neither that difficulty, nor this danger, seems suffi- 
ciently great to countervail the advantages of which 
they are productive, when rightly applied. And it is 
presumed to have been shewn, that they are jn some 


have been omitted. 
manufactures of the sort, and nece-sary to military 
supply, as well as ship building, recommend them- 
selves eqttally with those of other descriptions, to 


Bounties are, in various instances, proposed as one 


Species of encouragement. 


Jt is a familiar objection to them that they ar@ 
But 


encouragement, and appear to be as fully within the|cases, purticularly in the infancy of new enterprises, 


compass of domestic exertions. 

PRINTED BOOKS. The great number of presses 
disseminated throughout the union, seems to afford 
an assurance, that there is no need of being indebted 


indispensable. 

It will, however, be necessary to guard, with ex: 
traordinary circumspection, the manner of dispensing 
them. The requisite precautions have been thought 


to foreign countries for the printing of the books|of: but to enter into the detail would swell this re- 


which are used in the United States. A duty of ten 
per cent. instead of five, which is now charged upon 


port, already voluminous, to a size too inconvenients 
Ifthe principle shall not be deemed inadmissible, 


the article, would have a tendency to aid the busi-|the means of avoiding an abuse of it will not be likely 


ness internally. 
It occurs, as an ojection to this, that it may have} 
an unfavorable aspect towards literature, by raising | 





Lo present insurmountable obstacles. There are use» 
ful guides from practice in other quarters. 
I. shall, therefore, only: be remarked here, in rela 


the prices of books in universal use, in private fami-|tion to this point, that any bounty, which may be ap- 


lies, schools, and other seminaries of learning. Bat 


plied to the manufacture of an article, cannot with 


the difference, it is conceived, would be without/safety extend beyond those manufuctories, at which 


effect. 

As to books which usually fill the libraries of the 
wealthier classes, and of professional men, such an! 
augmentation of prices, as might be occasioned by 
an additional duty of five per cent. would be too 
little felt to be an impediment to the acquisition. 

And with regard to books which may be specially 
imported for the use of particular seminaries of 
learning, and of public libraries, a total exemption 
from duty would be advisable, which would yo far! 
towards obviating the objection just mentioned. They, 
are now subject to a duty of five per cent. 

As to the books in most general family use, the 
constancy and universality of the demand would 
Insure exertions to furnish them at home; and the 
means are completely adequate. It may also be ex-| 
pected ultimately, in this, as in other cases, that the 
extension of the domestic manufacture would con- 
duce to the cheapness of the article. 

It ought not to pass unremarked, that to encou- 
rage the printing of books is to encoarage the ma- 
hufacture of paper. 


“FINED SUGARS AND CHOCOLATE are 
among the number of extensive and prosperous do- 
Mestic manufactures. 

Drawbacks of the duties upon the materials, of 
which they are respectively made, in cases of expor- 
tation, would have a beneficial mfuence upon the 
manufacture, and would conform to a precedent, 
which has been already furnished in the instance of 
Molasses, on the exportation of distilled spirits. 


the making of the article is a regular trade. It would 
be impossible to annex adequate precautions to a 
benefit of that nature, if extended to every private 
family, in which the manufacture was incidentally 
carried on: and its being a merely incidental occu- 
pation which engages a portion of time, that would 
otherwise be lost, it can be advantageously carried 
on, without so special an aid. 

The possibility of a diminution of the revenue, 
may also present itself, as an objection to the ar- 
rangements, which have been submitted. 

But there is no truth, which may be more firmly 
relied upon, than that the interests of the revenue 
are promoted by whatever promotes an increase 
of national industry and wealth. 

In proportion to the degree of these, is the capre 
city of every country to contribute to the public trea- 
sury; and where the capacity to pay is increased, 
ov even is not decreased, the only consequence of 
measures, which diminish any particular resource, 
is a change of the object. If, by encouraging the 
manufacture of an article at home, the revenue, 
which: has been wont to accrue from its importation, 
should be lessened, an indemnification can easily 
found, either out of the manufacture itself, or from. 
some other object, which may be deemed more 
convenient. 

The measnres, however, which have been submit. 
ited, taken awgregately, will, for a long time to come,. 
‘rather augment than decrease the public revenue. 
There is little room to hope, that the progress of 





Cocoa, the raw material, now pays a duty of one 
cent per lb. while cliocolate, which is a prevailing 
and very simple manufacture, is comprised in the 
mss of articles rated at no more than five per cent. 

There would appear to be » propriety in encou- 


faging the manufacture, by a somewhat higher duty, | 


on its foreign rival, than is paid on the raw material. 


bd su ae } : } ‘yt }. 
Two cents per Ib. on imported chocolate would, it) sential that it should b 


is presumed, be without inconvenience. 


ee 


manufactures will so equally Keep pace with the 
‘progress of population, as to prevent even a graduak 
‘attementation of the product of the duties on ime, 
| ported articles. 

As, nevertheless, an abolition in some instances, 
land a reduction, in others, of duties, which have 
‘been pledged for the public debt, 1s proposed, it is 
2 accompanied with a come 
petent substitute. In order to this, it is requisite, 
that all additional duties which shall be laid, be 
appropriated, in the first instance, to replice all 


The foregoing heads comprise the most important|defalcations, which may proceed from any such 
of the several kinds of manufactures, which have|abolition or diminution. It is evident, at first glince, 
ecciuwred as requiring, and, at the same time, asjthat they will not only be adequmte to this, but will 
™Mst proper fer pubfic enoouragement: and such yield a considerable surplus. This surplus will server 
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’ First. To constitute a fund for paying the boun-,the principles of it would have led. It may confi. 
tics which shall have been decreed. dently be affirmed, that there is scarcely any thing, 
Secondly. To constitute « fund for the operations} whiclr has been devised, betier calculated to excite 
of a board to be established for promoting arts, agTi-|a general spirit of improvement, than the institu. 
culture, manufactures, and commerce. Of this insti-|tions of this nature. They are truly invaluable. 
tution, different intimations bave been given, in the| In countries, where there is great private wealth, 
course of this report. An outline of a plan for it shall} much may be effected by the voluntary contribu. 
pow be submitted. — tions of patriotic individuals; but in a community 
~ Let a certain annual sum be set apart, and placed situated like that of the United States, the public 
under the minzegement of commissioners not less; purse must supply the deficiency of private resource, 
than three, to consist of certain officers of the go-|In what can it be so useful, as in prompting and im. 
vernment and their successors in office. proving the efforts of industry ? 
Let these commissioners be empowered to apply All which is humbly submitted, 
the fund confided to them, to defray the expenses of ALEXANDER HAMILTON, 
the emigration of artists, and manufacturers in parti- Secretary of the treasury. 
cular branches, of extraordinary importance—to in- 

duce the prosecution and introduction of useful dis- 
coveries, inventions, and improvements, by propor- 
tionate rewards, judiciously held out and applied— ‘ 
to encourage by premiums, both honorable and lu-| F'assed at the last session of Congress. 
erative, the exertions of individuals, and of classes,! As be:ng of the greater consequence, we have in. 
in relation to the several objects, they are charged! serted, at length, the provisions for laying a direct 
with promoting—and to afford such otter aids to}t«x, a tax upon stills, and a tax on certain pro- 
those chjcets, as may be generally designated by law.! missory notes—The other taxes are upon carriages, 
* The commissioners to render to the legislature an/on refined sugar, on retailers, ou sales at auction, and 





—- 4 


The war-tax Laws 
3 














annual account of the transactions and disburse-|« duty on salt. 
ments; and all such sums as shali not have been! Tie carriage tax operates ouly on carriages kept 
applied to the purposes of their trust, at the end of} for «he conveyance of persons, as follows : 
every three years, to revert to the treasury. It may!On every coxch the yearly sum of $20 
also be enjuined upon them, not to draw out the|Oo every ciariot or post chaise 17 
money, but for the purpose of some spécific dis-/On every pheton or coach pannelled above 10 
bursement. Oa every other four wheel carriage hanging on 

It may, moreover, be of use, to authorise them to! steel, or iron springs 7 
reccive yoluatary contributions; making it their!On every four wheel carriage hanging on wood- 
duty to apply tiem to the particular objecis for) en springs—or two wheel carriage on steel or 
Which they may have been made, if any shall have; iron springs — 4 


And upon every other four or two wheel carriage 2 


There is regson to believe, that the progress of| On refined sugar, the duty is 4 cents per pound., 
particular manufectures has been much retarded by On Retailers —This tax levies the following an- 
the want of skilful workmen. And it often happens, !nual duties on retail dealers, and if in a town con- 
that the eapitais emploved are not equal to the pur-| t.ining more than one hundred tamilies the following 
poses of bringing from abroad workmen of a supe-jare the rates : 
rior kind. Here, in cases worthy of it, the auxibary|On retailers of merchandize, wines and spirits ¢25 


been cesijruated by the donors. 





agency oF government would, in all probability, be! Or wines stone 20 
useful. There are also valuable workmen, in every |Of spirits alone 20 
branch, who are prevented from emigrating solely|Of domestic spirits alone 15 


by tue waitof means. Occasional aids to such per-}Of merchandize other than wines and spirits 15 
suns, properly administered, might be a source of It in any other place, other thana town of that 
Valuable ucguisitions to the country. isize. 

Lhe propriety of stimulating, by rewards, the in-|On retailers of merchandize with wines and 


veittion aid introduction of useful improvements, is | spirits $15 
‘admitied without difficulty. But the success of at-|Of wines and spitits alone 15 
tempts in this way must evidently depend much on|Of Spirits alone 12 
Uie manner of conducting them. It is probable,|*Of domestic spirits alone 10 
that the piacing of the dispensation of those re-|Of merchandize other than wines and spirits 10 


wards under some proper discretionary divection,| Ox sales by auction, of merchundize, and ships or 
where they my be xccompanied by collateral expe- | vessels. This tax levies a duty on said articles of 25 
dicnts, will serve to give them the surest efficacy — cents on everv $100 of the purchase money, with 
it seems impracticable to apportion, by general rules, the following proviso—That nothing in this act con- 
of specific compensations for discoveries unknown, ‘tained shall extend to any sale or sales by auction o 
and <isproportionate utility. 'roods, wares and merchandize, made ‘pursuant to 

The great use, which niay be made of a fund of lor in execution of any rule, order, decree, sentence 


this nature, to procure snd import foreign improve- jor judgment of any court of the United States or 


ments, is particulurly obvious. Among these, the ‘either of them, or made in virtue or by force of any 
wrucie of machines would form a most important distress for rent, or other cause for which a distress 
item. ‘is allowed by law ; or made in consequence of any 

The operation and utilitv of premiums have been | bankruptcy or insolvency, pursuant to any law_con- 








alverted to—together with the advantages which 
have resulted from their dispensation, under the di- 
restion of certain public and private societies. Of 
this, some experience has been had in the instance 
of the Pennsvivania society, for the promotion of 
Tuunuiactures and the useful arts : but the funds of 





Liat associxtion have been too contracted to produce 
“duore than a very sinall portion of the good to which 








cerning bankruptcies or insolvencies; or made in 
conse —— of any general assignment of property, 
and effects for the benefit of creditors ; or made by 





* Distillers, however, having a distillcr’s licence 
may sell liquor at their own distillery and of wt 
own distilling without a retailer’s license, provide 
they do not retail Jess than five gallons at # tile. 
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ot on behalf of executors or administrators; or made 
pursuant to the directions of any law of the United 
States, or eitherof them, touching the collection of 


‘any tax or duty; or disposal by auction of public 


property of the United States or of any state; nor 
io any such sale or sales by auction of ships, their 
tackel, apparel and furniture, or the cargoes there- 
of, which shall be wrecked or stranded within the 
United States, and sold for the benefit of the insur- 
es or proprietors thereof. : 

On suli, aduty of 20 cents per bushel is imposed, 
the bushel esteemed 56 lbs—and a bounty allowed 
on pickled fish exported. 

All the above acts are to commence their operation 
on the first of January next, and to continue in fore 
for and during the present war‘in which we are en- 
gaged, and for one year thereafter and no longer. 

CrThe duties on goods imported were also dou- 
bled. 











Captain Jesse D. Elliot. 


From the well known character of captain Elliot of the Niagara, 
commodore Perry's able second in the battle on lake Erie (and 
of whom the gallant commodore so emphatically speaks in his 
official Jetter to the navy department,) we passed over witb 
contempt certain anonymous insinuations as the mere overflow- 
ings of the spleen of some creature that envied a reputation he 
had not the courage to aspir. to for himself. But as captain 
Elliot has sven proper to notice these things, we further his 
view by recording the following. 

From the Northern CentineL—In a number of papers has been 
published a letter from an otheer of the Lawrence, and another 
fron a voluuteer on board that vessel, stating that the Niagara had 
net taken au active part in the aetion of the 10th September. To 
the ignorance of the latter, we may naturally impute his uncandid 
and false statement. The for:ner, we frar, will not escape so easily. 
We cannot but condemn the conduet of editors who, upon such 
slight proof, have endeavored to destroy the reputation of a brave 
and deserving officer, who Las, iu more than one instance, rendered 
the most sigual services to his country. Itis with pleasure we pub 
lish the following statement and ducuments, believing that they 
will put the enemies of captain Eliiot to the blush, and place his 
conduct in its true light. 


To the editor.—Sir, Some persons, actuated by base and unworthy 
motives, have falscly and maliciously caused the public opiion to 
be unfavorably impressed witii the conduct of captain Elliot, is the 
Niagara, on the 16th September. I beiieve there are many who en- 
tevtain the erroneous opinion, that the Niagara reodered no assis- 
tance to the Lawrenee. The subjoined jotes of captains Perry ana 
Phot, L hope will remove these impressions; and I can, froin my 
own knowledge, declare captain Eliiot’s conduct to have been 
such as merits the applause of his country. His brave and gallant 
conduct was signal to ail on board the Niagara, and, in my opinion, 
could not have been surpassed. He remarked to me repeatedly in 
the action, that we were not as close alongside the enemy as he 
Wished 3 that we teft their long guns too much superiority ; and 
that he was certain, i close alongside the Queen Charlotte, ten 
minutes would determine the action in our favor. 

From a few minutes after the commencement of the action, the 
enemy being tormed very close uaa line ahead, their shot came 
over us in every direction, and repeatediy hulled us, our position 
being preserved as [ believe the line Was intended to be formed. 
During the action, the Caledonia was so close ahead of nus, that we 
were obliged frequently to keep the maimyard braced sharp aback, 
to avoid guing foul of her. Finding the Queen Charlotte to make 
sul alewa from our fire, as was supposed, captain Elliot hailed the 
Caledonia and ordered hice heim put up, whieh was done, and the 
Niagara pass. d ahead by filling the mainetopsail, and setting the 
Jib att fore and aft niaisails. 


U.S. schooner Ariel, Put-in-Bay, Sep'ember 13. 
My dear Sir—I received your note last evening, atter L had turned 
in or should have answered it immediately. 1 am indignant tuat 
any report should be,cireulated prejudicial, to your character, as 
respects the action of the 10th instant. Itattords me great pleasure, 
that I have it my power to assure yon, that the conduct of your 
seli, officers and crew, was such as to met My Warmest approbaticis. 
And I consider the circumstance of your volunteering, and briagns7 
the small vessels into close action, as contributing anger to ie 
victory. I shaliever believe ita premeditated plan to destray our 
commanding vessel. Lhave no doubt, had not the Queen Charlotte 
have ran from the Niagara, from the superior order I observed her 

im, you would have taken her in twenty minutes. 
With sentiments ef esteem, I am, dear sir, your friend ant obedient 

servant, O, H. PERRY. 
Captain Elliot, ‘ 





Governor Shelby, 


a 
Of Kentucky, lately in Canada at the head of his gaitant sons, it 
will be recollected had a sword awarded to him by the legislature 
ot North Carolina, many years ago, which was happily presented 
to the venerable warrior jast before he set out on his expedition. 
Vhe following correspondence passed on the occasionu— 
| Exceutive office, N.C, Raleigh, July V7. 





Sir—In compliance with a resolution of the general asseiubly of 
this state, passed at their late session, I have the houor of tendering 
you the SWORD which this letter accompanies, as a testivvony 
of the distinguished claim you have on the gratitude of the state, 
for your gallantry in achieving, with your brothers in arms, the 
glorious victory over the Briush fore:s commanded by colgaci 
Ferguson, at the battle of King’s Mountain on the memorable 71: 
of October, 1789. 

This tribute of respect, though bestowed at a protracted period, 
will not he considered the less honorable on that account, wher 
you are informed that it is ia unison with a resolution of the gonerel 
assembly passed in the year 1781, which, from some cause not 
well ascertained, it is to be regretted, was not complied with. 

Persnuit me, siv,to make you an expression of the high gratifica- 
tion flt by me at being made the favored instrument to present ty 
you in the name of the state of North Carolina, this testimonial of 
gratitude—this meed of valor; and to remark, that contending as 
we are at the present time, with the same foe, for our just rights, the 
Paes hope may be entertained, that the valorous deeds of the 
veroes of our revolution will animate the soldier of th* existing: 
war, and nerve his arm in Jaudable emulation to like achievements. 

I beg you to accept an assuranee of the great consideration aud 
respect, with which Ihave the honer to be, sir, yotir obedi nt sev- 
vant, WILLIAM HAWKINS, 
His excellency, Isaac Shelby, 

Govcrsor of Kentucky. 


Government-House, Frankfort, Ken. Angust 26th, 1813. 

STR—On the 23d inst. IL had the honor of reeriving your letter 
of the 17th ult. tevdering to me a sword, which acesmponicd ir, 
bestowed by North Carchua as a testimony of the flattering senti- 
ments which she entertained in relation to my conduet in the afar 
ot the 7th of October, 1780, on coe Mountain. 

Engaged as my beloved contry then was in a struggle for every 
thing that was deer to man, she had a right to *xpect the zealous 
exertions of her citizens in her behalf. Devoted to the enuss of my 
country, impelled by a high sense of the obligations [I owed hei, 
and by an atter aversion to the tyranny which was endeavoring to 
oppress her, I freely participated in those exeriions which led to, 
and that confliet which terminated so favorably to our arms, and 
evidently gave a favorable turn to the revolutionary war, and in 
relation to which the legislature of North Carolina have been pleas- 
ed to express themselves in a manner the most flattering to my 
f-clings. 

If the free-born sons of America wanted a stimulus to draw 
them forth in defence of her rights, other than a conviction that 





} 


upon their exeriions depended the continuance of those rizhts, it 
migut be found in the heart-felt satisetion derived! from the co. 
sotatio » of having merited aud received the apolause of a grateful 
country forthe toils and dangers encountered ia her behalf 
Having lived ten years of the happiest part of my life ii North- 





| 


Carolina, and having ree: ived repeated marks of the partiality of 


iny {ow-citizens in that goveriument,curing my residence amongst 


The Niagara then closed in the} them, I have ever entertained the warmest fcelings of fraternsi 


Wake of the Lawrenee, aud cuntinucd the action with the usual | affection, and good will for them. And I now accept, wit: veneration 
Vigor wndil the Lawrence dropped astern; when, itis well knowe,| and respeet, this honorable pledge of a continuanee of th ir até 
that almiust instantly the Niagara became abreast of the Detroit | fection. 


and Queen Charloute, which could not lave been the case, had she 
been a long distance asterne 

I feel it my duty alsu to observe, that the Lawrence, until near 
the close of the engagement, bire a greater proportion of the fire 
of the Detroit and Queen Charlotte, and from the Detroit's long 
funs, which pierced her through, she suffered cousiderably more in 
Cvery respect than the Niagora. 

Captsiu Etfiot volunteering to bring into close action all our 
small vessels, which was nobly and heroically executed, aided by 
the exertions of their commanders, produced the brilliant victory 
which warms with just pride, the bosom of every American. 

MUMPHREY MAGRATH. 


j U.S. brig Niagara, Put-in-Bay, Septender 18. 
_SIR—I am infurwed a report has been circulated, by some ma- 
lous person, prejudicial to my vessel, when engaged with the 

eiiemy’s fleet. will thank you, if you will, with candor, state to 
ve the conduct of inysedf, officers aud crew. 


! 





Respecifiully, your obedient servant, 
JESSE D. ELLIOT. | 


4 


With considerations of high respect and esteem, I have the honey 
to be most respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
ISAAC SHELBY. 
His exvellency, William Hawkins; 
Goveritwr of N. Carolina. 





Vermont Mhiitia. 


Brigadier general Jacob Davis, who was charged 
with his excellency governor Chittenden’s proc'ama: 
tion, immediately repsired to the army for the pux 
nose of executing his orders. We learn that afier 
making his errand known, he was arrested und takez 


ag a prisoner to Plattsburgh, 
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Cantonment, Plattsburgh, Nov. 15, 1813. fa renewed instance of that spirit of disorganizatiig 


Fo his excellency .¥urtin Chittenden, esg. governor, 


and anarchy which is carried on by a faction, tg 


captain-general and commander in chief, in and over |overwhelm our country with ruin and disgrace. We 

the state of Vermont. cannot perceive what other object your excelle 

Srr—A most iovel and extraordinary proclama-|could lave in view than to emb:rrass the operations 
tion from your excellency, “ordering and directing |jof the army, to excite mutiny and sedition amon 
such portion of the militia of the third brigade in|the soldiers, and to induce them to desert, that the; 
the third division of the militia of Vermont, now|might forfeit the wages to which they are entitled 


doing duty in the state of New-York, both officers 
and men, forihwith to return to the respective places 


for their patriotic services. 
We have however the satisfaction to inform your 


of their residence,” has jus: been communicated to|excellency, that although your proclamations have 


the undersigned officers of said brigade. A measure 


been distributed among the soldiers by your agen: 
§ ) 4 


go unexampled, requires we should state to your ex-|delegated for that purpose, they have failed to pr. 
celiency, the reasons which induce us absolutely |duce the intended effect—and although it may ap. 
and positively to refuse obedience to the order con-|pear incredible to your excellency, even soldier; 


tained in your excellency’s proclamation. With due 


have discernment sufficient to perceive, that the 


deft rence to your excellency’s opinion, we humbly |proclamation of a governor when issued out of the 
conceive, that when we are ordered into the service jline of his duty, is a harmless, inoflensive, nugatovry, 
of ihe United States, it becomes our duty, when re-|iocument. They regard it with mingled emotiois 
qu red, to march <o the defence of any section of the }of pity and contempt for its author, and as a striking 


won We sre not of chat class who believe that 
our duties as citizens or soldiers are circumscribed 


monument of his folly. 
Before we conclude, we feel ourselves in justice ta 


Within tie narrow timiis of the town or state in| your excellency, bound to declare, that a knowledge 
which we reside ; but that we are under a paramount !of your excellency’s character induces us to believe, 


obligation to our common country, to the great con-! 


that the folly and infamy of the proclamation which 


fedcracy of states. We further conceive that while;/your excellency has put your signature to, ij 
we are in actual service, and during the period for} wholly to be ascribed to advisers, with whom we 
which we were ordered into service, your excellen-} believe yo'.r excellency is unhappily encompassed. 


cy’s power over us, as governor of the state of Ver- 


We are with due respect your excellency’s obed- 


mont, is suspended. ent servants, 
If itis true, as your excellency states, that “ we) Luther Dixon, lieut. col. [Francis Norway, lieut. 
are out of the jurisdiction or control of the execu-| Elijah Doe, jun. major. |Joshua Brush, lieut. 





tive of Vermont,” we would ask from whence your) Josiah Grout, major. Daniel Dodge, ensign. 
excellency dérives the right, or presumes to exereise| Charles Bennet, captain. |Sanford Gadcomb, capt. 
the power of ordering us to return from the service|Jesse Post, captain. James Fulling, qr. mr, 


in whigh we are now engaged? If we were legally! Elijah W. Wood, captain,'Shepard Beals, lieut. 
ordgred into the service of the United States, F seal Elijah Birge, captain, {John Passit, surgeon. 


exceilency must be sensibie that you have no au 


ori-| Martin D. Follet, capt. /Seth Clarke, jr. surg. mate. 


ty to order us out of that service. If we were iile-| Amasa Mansfield, capt. /Thomas Waterman, capt. 
scally ordered into the service, our continuance in it,| T. H, Campbell, lieut. {Benjamin Follet, lieut. 
3s either voluntary or compulsory, li voluntary, it|}G. GQ. Dixon,-lieut. Hila Hill, surgeon’s mate. 


gives no one a right to remonstrate or complain ; it 
compulsory, we can appeal to the laws of our coun- 
try for redress against those who illegally restrain 
us of our liberty. Ia either case, we cannat per. 
ceive the right your excellency has to interfere in! 
the business. Viewing the subject in this light, we| 
conceive it our duty to declare unequivocally to your} 
exceileney, that we sizil not obey your excellency’s| 
order for returning; but shall continue in the ser-! 
vice of our country until legaliy and honorably 
discharged. An invitation or order to desert the 
standard of our country will never be obeyed by us, 
althoug!h it proceeds from the governor and captain 
general of Vermont. 

Perhaps itis proper, that we should content our. 
geives witi) merely giving your excellency the rea- 
sons wWiich prevailed upon us to disregard your 
proclamation ; but we are impressed with the belief, | 
that our duty to ourselves, to the soldiers under our 
eommand, and tg the public, require that we should 
expose to the world, the motives which were in- 
ended to he produced, and objects to be accom- 

lished by such an extraordinary proclamation.—We |} 
shall take the liberty to state to your excellency| 
plainly, our sentiments on this subject—We consi- | 
der your proclamation as a gross insuli to the offi- 
€ers and soidiers in service ; inasmuch as it implies 
that they are so ignorant of them rights as to believe 
you have authori:y to command them in their present 
situation, or so abandoned as to follow your insiduous 
advice.. We cannot reg«rd your proclamation in any 
other hight then ss an unwarrantabl.: stretch of ex- 
ecutive authori, -sstued from the worst of motives, 





\ 





























vents of he Qiar. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

The conquest of Canada, 1760—From Hume’s His 
tory of England, continued by Dr. Smo&ett and 
others, vol. 10, page 45, the foliowing is transcribed : 

‘In a word, general .mherst took possession of 
Montreal and completed the conquest of Canada; 
a conguest the most important of any, that ever tlt 
British army achieved, whether we consider the safeti 
of the British colonies *n America now secured fro 
invasion and encroachment ; the extent and fertility of 
the country subdued; or the whole Indian comme 
thus transfered to Great Britain.” 


The Argus and Pelican. The tonnage of the Iste 
U.S. brig Argus, is thus given— 
Dimensions of the U. S. brig Arcus, built in Bosio, 

by Mr. Edmund Hart. 

Length of keel, for tonnage, 80 ft. 

Breadth of beam, do. 28 do. $298 Zons. 

Depth of hold, do. i2 ft. Sin. } 68-95¢/«. 

A London paper of the 3ist August has the fol- 
lowing “The Petican brig of 18 guns, which 5° 
nobly captured the Argus American sloop of war, "4% 
commanded by captain Searle, when she best the 
French frigate Medea, of 44 guns into Guadaloupe 
after an action of two hours, in the year 1799.” 

The “Pelican brig” is twice as large and twice 4 
strong as the “Argus sloop of war.” 

A very handsome and effectual fort, built by the 
detached militia at Portland, has been called Fort 





to effect the basesi purposes. It ts in our epimon, Byrrows, in honor of the conqueror the Bage* 
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Letters to the editor from Chilicothe of the 18:i 


are : 


Lieutenant-colonel Warburton, major Chambers,| s.as. 


D. A.Q. M.G.; major Muir, 41st regiment ; cap- 


, f 
1. The conétitution of the United States—Cabled on'that; anchor 
and 2uth uit give the following list of the British |"°sGNicn— The main pillar in the edifice of our real indepen 
prisoners then at that place. The officers on parole | dence.” : . , 


3. The President ofthe United States. _ 
4. The American navy—We claim the trident of the western 


5. Truxton the brave—No Insurgent against my country’s rights 


“hb —Vengeanceis mine. 
tain Dorensey, 41st dio. ; captain M‘Coy, do. captain] ~ .“Fecahcens inne 


Hiil, do.; capiain Tellen, do.; captain Dixon, royal] mouth. 


encineer; lieuten mt Hale, 41st regiment; lieuten- 
nt W:tson, 41si do.; lieutenant Linn, do.; tHeuten- 
ant Jeboult, do. ; Lieutenant O'Keefe, do.; 1 evtenant 
Geale, do.; lieutenant Purviesyroyal uavy ; leuten- 


6. Preble before Tripoli-I pay my tribute from the cannon’s 


7. Commodore Decatur—Your two fold honors are your coun- 


try’s pride. : 


8. Captain Trippe—11 to 36—no fearful odds where glory is the 


boon, 


9. Somers, Wadsworth and Israel—You herald your fame to 


the mansions above. 


10. The modest Hull—The Warrzor beaten and your erest not 


do.; lieutenant Rolette, do. do.; lieutenant Irvi 1, | raised. 


royal navy; lieutenant Garden, royal Newtoundland 
re iment; lieutenant Holmes, light dragoons ; cn- 
sign Hompessen, 41st regiment; ensign Cochran, 
do.; ensign Jones, do; A. B. Garden, geniieman, 
yoiunteer royal navy; John Richardson, do. 41st 


Constellation of Washington. 


il. The generous and aceomplished commodore Bainbridge ~His 


feathered arvow svothes the anguish of the vanquished foe. - 


12. Lawrence, Allen and Burrows—A train of satellites in the 
13. Captain Jones—You do for Frolic what we would for grave. 
14. Captain Elliot—He won the Lymnades of rude Erie’s deep. 
15. Commodore Chauncey—Thrice did Achilles chase Hector 


regiment; James Laing, cadet, 41st reg:ment ; John round the wails of Troy. 


16. Commodore Perry—The hero of the talke—could Nelson have 


Campbell, master’s maie, R. P. N.; G.-Collins, G0.) done more? 


do. royal navy; Juin Pearson, do. do.; Janes For- 

tier, do. do.; Robert Nelson, Midshipman. 

Number and description of non-commissioned aficers, 
musicians Gnd privates, prisoners at “Camp Buil,” 





Chilicothe. 

Forty first regiment, - . - - “ 48y 
Royal Nuvy, : - : ° te p 114 
Royal Newfoundland regiment, - - - 59 
Royal Artillery, - > ° . é - 8 
Roy al Veteran Buttalion, - . . - 4 
Canadian Light Dragoons, - = - . 13, 

Aggregate 678 


Note. ‘Since tiie above list was drawn off about 
49 prisoners, who were left at Detroit, and otier 
posts wounded and sick, have arrived at Chilicothe— 
others yet remain.” 

On the 2Uih, the whole of the British prisoners 
taken by Harrison, took boats to descend the rivers 
Scioto and Ohio to Newport, Kentucky, where there; 
are barracks belonging to the United States. 

While at Chilicothe, the British officers strictly) 
maintained that high reputation for modes/y and good! 
order that belongs to the unassuming character of| 
their nation. Two or three of them were put in the} 
common juil for violating tbe laws of civil society ;| 
and one of the most distinguished was scarcely pre-! 
vented from the commission of a deed (on a little! 
girl 10 or 12 years old,) thit might have brought 
him to the gallows. ‘The Xentuckians will keep them 
in due bounds. 

We fear that a good many of the prisoners taken 





rits of Colutn'sia’s growth, 


17. The naval officers of the United States-—All—all choice spi- 


18. ‘The fair—They smile benignly on the trophies of the brave. 

Commodore Bainbridge made his public entre-in- 
to Philadelphia on Saturday last, with military esco:t, 
amidst the acclamations of the people. 

The British, off the eastern coast, ure capturing 
many small vessels laden with provisions / “Under 
stood /” 

MILITARY. 

The northern armies—In the official letters inserted 
below, with the other details apparently wovthy of 
reliance, the reader will perceive a pretty complete 
nistory of the late transactions in the north. We 
are not prepared to offer one-word by way of com- 
ment at this time; but'sliall briefly notice a few 
facis, &c. that have reached us ‘from other’ sour- 
Ces ' 

Brig. gen. Covington died of his wounds on the 
13th ult. He was a native of Maryland and one of 
Wayne's favotite pupils, having commanded the ca- 
vairy in his memorabie battle witlr the indians, at the. 
Rapids of the Miami, in 1794. Without deprecia- 
ting the character of any, he was:accounted one of 
the very best officers in the service—a braver man 
never fellon the embuitled field ; for he was-“every 
inch a soldier.” He had (what is exceedingly want- 
ed) great practical knowledge of all that appertains 
to a military life, and his loss, like that of Pike's, 
will be severely felt by his country. He was shot 
with a musket ball through the bowels. It is said 
that a British brigadier-general Fraser, was killed 
in the affair. 

Major-general Harrison arrived at New-York on 








by Harrison ana Perry have made their escape; as 
we have heard of several instances of desertion to 
save themselves from returning to the service of 
their “most gracious” master. Poor fellows! we 
pity them and would let them run, if it were not 
that we wanted them for exchange. 

Speaking of Harrison’s victory an English paper 


printed in Rhode Island, has the following remark :/8 


* Its was the triumph of a cloud of Kentucky savages 
over a handful of the enemy’s troops—no more than 
a march, and the capture, without fighting, of a few 
brave men !” 


The late British schooner High Flyer, captured 
by the President frigate, has been sold at auction 
fer $11,000. 


Commodore Bainbridge has lately visited the seat 
of government, while there the citizens of George- 
gown invited him to an entertainment; among the 
— were capiain Morris, lieutenants .M‘Call, and 

Yorrest. After the feast the following toasts were 


drank ; 


ithe 28th ult. He left his army in winter quarters at 
| Sackett’s Harbor ; where Chauncey, having brought 
‘that army down trom furt George, was about to lay 
up his fleet for the season. Tie secretary of war is 
reported on his retuyn to the seat of government. 
The affair of general Brown, briefly mentioned in 
reneral Wilkinson's despatch, is thus stated, (but we 








ishall have the particulars by and bye)—“theadvance, 
under Brown, had a smart action with the enemv 
about the same time, fifteen miles below, in which 
imajor Forsyth received two flesh wounds, not dan- 
igerous,-and the result of this action was, the capture 
from the British of five pieces of artillery, between one 
\and two hundred prisoners, and a very large quantity 
of military stores.” 





ble interest as well respecting Brown's battle as of 
the obstinate contest that Boyd had with the enemy 





The loss seems nearly equal on both sides. 
lt iS stated that generals Hull, Winchester and Tay 


We have vet to receive many thing's of considera- 


—in which, it appears, each party claims the victory. 


re oes 


et aT aa 
— = 


reef 


rag 55 


a 


oy 


Fs age Tease he 
Dee eae 


wget 
2 EP Re CO. et Ng en 


ee 
AS ie a EE Sega Se a Be 


Pe eee fae Mm 
Tp RB neg 


Bere 


Sree ee er ee 
cen, ~* — 





Pape ee 


SC a i ETRE 


li ceekeeetr th a imei, 




















252 THE WEEKLY REGISTER—SATURDAY. DECEMBER 4, 1813. 








lor, colonel Lewis, and major Madison, are at last From this division we have had many reports, 
exchanged. as usual, in which it is impossible to discern the 
General Hampton is said to be on his way to the!iruth. It appears that that army is at Plattsburg, in 
seat of government. Jzard wm command at Platts-| winter quarters—Com. M Donough was also there 
burg and Parker at Burliagion. Major-general} with his flotlla on the 17th—he was to sail next diy 
Wiikinson is yet seriously indisposed, as is also|with the sick for Burlington, and then proceed to 
mayjor-general Lewis. White Hall to lay wp his vessels. The British were 
The following neat and appropriate proclamation mes. posed to be frozen up at the Isle of rer tay 
was issued by general Tilkineon on here Canada. bay gti A ice on the lake. Good sleigh. 
JAMES WILKINSON, Dag h Leng sino 
‘Afajor-general and commander in chief of an expedi- x Pc a Ing te igh prepa s a ced ee - 
tion against the Canadas, to the inhabitants thereof : wi P rete tsk es — ° ¥ % 209 
The army of the United States which I have the "ie aa dh age : ng @ Aenea, ae pepe aie. 
honor tg command, invades these provinces to con-} _’ "ae urgh, Nov. ey ie, cen erate 
quer, and not to destroy; to subdue the forces of me n made, someof them ip ore 
his Hritamuie majesty, wot to war aguinat his not [wh rpect o general Masnpton’s ate expedition, 
fending subjects— hose, therefore, among you,| pret et? a ate eit wikia iieiaee 
who remain quiet athome, should victory incline to]; . be pw d fe a ceeded 7 bi ;' 
the Americxn standard, shall be protected in their rowan ——e een een 
Persons and properiy.. But those who are found in os a aa aor 
arms, must necessarily be treated as avotred enemies. abies ieee Our arm) weno ame a 
_ Tomenace is unjusi—to seduce dishonourable— a ta C eae sat - “on ae a 
Yet itis just and humane to place these alternatives |) A pes i ee ae at 24 miles Of ned 
> 


before you. most difficult part of ti te, th hh the ext 
Done at the head-quarters of the United States, Se eee ee, ee ee 
sive and almost impassible forest, which bounds the 


this sixth day of November, 1813, near Ogdensburg, Canada line. Alter Sour or five miles’ of open 
on the river St. Lawrence. : name pp at see comers ol 
try, another forest of 6 or 7 miles is opposed to their 





Signed AMES WILKINSON. 
“— general’s Bh — march, (which was on the north west side of the ri- 
(Signed) N. PiNENEY ver.) Tuuis the enemy had made almost an intire for- 

- Nee edit « tification Dy crossing it with felled trees interspersed. 


Major and aid-de-camp. with breast works and ditches: through these ob- 


The Democratic Press of the 29th, says—“ By ad-' structions the enemy was to be assailed—a part of 
vices received from general Wilkinson’s army, we) their forces consisting of light troops and Indians, 
understand that in consequence of a letter received|were posted in these defences, while the main body, 
from general Hampton, positively refusing to join} commanded by sir George Prevost in person, was 
the army under general Wilkinson at St. Regis, a/ lodged in the rear, fortificd with batteries and can- 
consultation among the officers took place, of which;non. The aardships our army had endured, the 
the following is the result: for which we are in-!continual rains that were falling, and the obstruc- 
debted to our correspondent. The letter to us is/tions in froat would have damped the ardor of troops 
dated at Salmon river, Freuch Mills, 15th Novem-/less disposed to disregard all sufferings and perils 
ber 1813. }in pursuitef glory and im the service of their coun- 
Lxtract from the general order of zeneral Wilkieson,, TP —24t on the contrary, partaking largely of the 

of the 13th Novemder. Spat wiich inspired their commeunier in chief, eve- 

“The troops are to embark without loss of time, TY individual seemed uncommonly emulous of the 
yet, are not to be hurried in leaving the C inadian}©@*eFPrize. | ; 
shore, from whence the commander in chief is com-}_ Tt Was believed that the obstructions could act be 
pelled to retire by the extraordinary, unexampled, | forced by our man body, without great loss. To 

avoid this, tte light companies and a regiment of 
neral Hampton, in refusing to join this army witha infantry were detached at dark, on the evening of 
division of 4000 men ander his command, «greeable| the 25th, to proceed on the opposite (s. &.) side of 
to positive orders from the commander in chief, and} *he river to a fording place below the enemy's ad- 
as he has been assured, by the secretary at war, of Vance; which they were to cross and attack the ene- 
explicit instructions from the war department. omy in flank and rear, while the main body should 
Thus deprived of a large portion of his promised ‘attack in front; and thus, destroy the enemy’s de- 
force, the commander in chief feels imself bound | face ata blow. Owing to the darkness of the night, 
by a sense of regard to this meritorious corps, and incessant rain, and the difficulties of the wood the 
of sacred duty to the United States, to spare the guide who conducted this detachment having fost 
lives of brave men, and not to hazard the character/lis Way, the party did not arrive at the proposed 
or interest of the nation, by an unequal conflict.—| Poem. The battahon of the 10th regt. consisting 
He with hvely regret, and the deepest mortification, }of about 200 men, were at the appointed time, (3 
suspenis the destined attack upon Montreal. Jtwe)o’clock P. M. on the 26th) at the entrance of the 
he assures this army that tiis wet adendened.” fobscructed wood, waiting the attack of our troops 

A letter trom the army said to be under date of ou the enemy’s flank, which was to be the signal 
the If:>, assures that contrary to expectation, gen.| for them to advance. At this moment the enemy 
Hampto. Aad, with his army, joined the army under| commenced a fire on this battalion, whe promptly 
general Wiikinson, and that confident expectations! returned it, then charged and drove the enemy from 
were en‘ertaimed that the object of the campaiga} their lurking places, dispersing them and intirely 
would yet be attained. ‘Silencing their fire; m this we hed only ome man 

Col. Dix, of the 14th reg. a very valuable officer, | Killed and some three or four wounded. At this 
died of > iafummation in the lungs on the moraing! moment the firing commenced on the opposite side 
at Oe oS lof the river with some of the Lighet companies ; and 

The foregoing appear to be all the material facts | it was here, and sot in either of the main divisions 
yelating to Hampton's division, necessary to notice, | af the army that any serious less, or the least = é 

fusion eceurred ; the enemy w2% however, Seon G!5r 


and it appears unwarraniable conduct of major-ze- 








at present, that are not detailed below. if 
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persed in this quarter also. After waiting some time 
for the renewal of the enemy’s attack, the main bo- 
dy of our army fell back siowly and in good order : 
the enemy not daring to show themselves or in the 
jeast to interrupt their march to a position 4 miles 
from. the place of action. Here they were shortly 
after joined by the detached party who had had 
some further skirmishing with the enemy of no 
creat account. At this place they remaine several 
days without receiving the least molestation. rhe 
ody failure of the expedition 1s ares to the 
miscarriage of the guide, which disconcerted a plan 
which otherwise must have led to the capture of a 
considerabie portion of the enemy’s force and the 
complete destruction of his plan of defence. — 

The major general deserves the highest encomiums 
for skill and sagacity exhibited in inis excellent ar- 
rangement. 

Our actual total loss in killed, wounded and miss- 
ing, does not exceed 35 men. The whole of oui 
force engaged did not exceed 225 men on the side 
where the greatest force of the enemy was opposed 
—the other regiments did not arrive until the mo- 
ment when the enemy were retiring, and were only 
formed in line, but took no part in the engagement. 
The reason why the enemy were not pushed further 
in this point is well known to be solely that the crisis 
of the campaign had not yet sufficiently advanced 
more for serious operations in that quarter. 
~~ OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE. 

Prom the Albany Argus Extra. 


EROM GEN. WILKINSON TO THE SECRETARY AT WAR. 
Head-quarters French Mills, adjoining the province of 
Lower Canada, November 16, 1815. 
Sir—I beg leave to refer you to the journal which 
accompanies this letter, for the particulars of the 
movements of the corps under my command, down 
the St. Lawrence, and will endeavor to exert my 
enfeebled mind to detail to you the more striking and 


important incidents which have ensued my depar- 


ture from Grenadier Island at the foot of lake Onta- 
rio, on the 3d inst. 


The corps of the enemy from Kingston which foi-| 


lowed me hung on my rear, and m concert witha 
heavy gailey and a few gun boats, seemed determin- 


tilla, and opened a fire upon us, which obliged me 
to order a battery of 18 pounders to be pl:nted, and 
a shot from it compelled the vessels of the enemy to 
retire, together with their troops, after some firing 
between the advanced parties. Butby this time, in 
consequence of disembarking and re-cmbarking thie 
heavy guns, the day was so far spent, that our pilots 
did not dare enier ithe Saut, (eight miles a continued 
rapid) and therefore we fell down about two miles 
‘and came to forthe night. Early next morning evc- 
ry thing was in readiness for motion; but having re- 
‘ceived no intelligence trom gen. Brown, I was still 
\dtelayed,as sound caution prescribed { should learn the 
\result of his uffair, before I committed the flotifla 
ito the Saut. At half past ten o’clock A. M.an offi- 
cer of dragoons arrived with a letter, ia which the 
general informed me he had forced the enemy, and 
would reach the foot of the Saut early in the day.— 
Orders were immediately given for the flotilla to sail, 
at which instant the enemy’s gun-boats appeared, and 
began to throw shot among us. Information wis 
brought me at the same ume from brig. gen. Boyd, 
that the enemy’s troops were advancing in column. 
Limmediately sent orders for him to attack them ; 
; this report was soon contradicied. Their gun-boats 
| however continued to scratch us, and variety of re- 
ports of their movements and counter movements 
were brought to me in succession; which convinced 
me of their determination to hazard an attack, when 
it could be dons to the greatest advantage,—and 
therefore I resolved to anticipate them. ‘ Directions 
were accordingly sent by that distinguished officer 
col. Switt, of the engineers, to brig. gen. Boyd, to 
throw the detachments, of his command, assigned to 
hun inthe order of the preceding day, and coni- 
posed of his own, Covington’s and Swartwout’s bri- 
gudes, into three colums, to march upon the enemy, 
outflank them if possible, and take their artillery. 
| ‘Phe action soon after commenced with the advanced 
body of the enciny, and became extremely sharp 
and yalhag, and, with occasional pauses, not sus- 
iained with great vivacity, in open space and fair 
combat, for upwerds of two and a half hours,—the 
adverse lines alternately yielding and advancing. It 
13 impossible to say with accuracy what was our 














ed to retard our progress. L was strongly tempted | number on the field,—because it consisted of indcti- 
tu halt, turn about and put an end to his teazing ;| nite detacliments taken fiom the boats to render safe 
but alas! I was confined to my bed; major-generai| tue passage of the Saut. Generals Covington and 
Lewis was too ill for any active exertion ; and above | Swartwout voluntarily took part in the action, at the 
all, 1 did not dare suffer myself to be diverted a sin- | head of detachments from their respective brigades, 
gle day from the prosecutionof the views of govern-|and exhibited the same courage that was displayed 
ment. I had written maj. gen. Hampton on the 6th) by brig. gen. Boyd, who happened to be the semior 
inst. by his adjutani-general colonel King, and had joflicer on the ground. Our force engaged might 
ordered him to form a junction with me on the St. ‘have reached sixteen of seventeen hundred men, but 
Lawrence, which 1 expected would take place on actually did net exceed eighteen hundred; that of 
the 9thor 10th. It would have been unpardonable |the enemy was estimated from tweive hundred to 
had L lost sight of this object a moment, as I deem- | tivo thousand, but did not probably amount to more 
ed it of vital importance to the issue of the cam-! than fifteen or sixteen hundred—consisting, as 1 am 
paign, informed, of detachments from the 49th, 84th and 

The enemy deserve credit for their zea! and intel-/ 104th regiments of the line; with three companies 
ligence, which the active universal hostility of the; of the Voltigeur and Glengary corps, and the miiv- 
male inhabitants of the country enabied them to em-| tia of the country, who are not included in the ¢s- 


ploy to the greatest advantage. ‘Tus, while me- 
naced by a force in rear, the coast was lined by mus- 
ketry in front, at every critical pass of the river, 





which obliged me to march a detachment, and this 
impeded my progress. 


timate, 

It would be presumptuous in me to attempt to 
give you « detailed account of the affair, which cer- 
tainly reflects high honor on the valor of the Ame. 
rican soldier, as no examples can be produced of 


On the evening of the 9th inst. the army halted a|jundisciplined men, with inexperienced officers, 
few miles trom the head of’ the Longue Saut. In the! braving « fire of two hours and a half, without q-it- 


morning of the 1Uih, the enclosed order was issued.! ting the field or yielding to their antagonist. 


Gen. Brown marched agreeably to order, and about 
noon we were apprized by the report of his ariillery, 
thathe was engaged some distance below us. At 
the same time the enemy were observed in our rear, 


jut, 
sir, the information I now give you, is derived fron 
officers in my confidence, who took active parts in 
this conflict ; for though L was ensbled to order the 
attacl:, it was my barc foritine not to be able to lead 





anc their gallcy and gun-loats approached our fo-: 


the troops I conumanded. The dise:-e with whita J 
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' Was assailed on the 2d of September, on my journey 


‘4o Fort George, having, with a few short intervais 
of convalescence, preyed on me ever since, and at the 
moment of this action, I was confined to my bed and 
emaciated almost to a skeleton, unable to set on my 
horse or to move ten paces without assistance. 

I must, however, be pardoned for rempeesing. on 
your time a few remarks in relation to the affair. 
The objects of the British and American comman- 


ders were precisely opposed—the last being bound 


by the instructions of his government, and the most 
solemn obligations of duty, to precipitate his de- 
sceni of the St. Lawrence by every practicable 
means; because this being effected, one of the 
greatest difficulties opposed to the American arms 
would be surmounted; and the first, by duties 
equally imperious, to retard, and if possible, prevent 
such descent. He is to be accounted victorious who 
effected his purpose! The British commander, 

aving failed to gain either of his objects, can lay nu 


» claim to the nonors of the day. The battle fluctuated, 


and triumph seemed, at different times, inclined to 
the con‘ending corps. The front of the enemy were 
at first forced back more than a mile, and, though 
they never régained the ground they lost, their stand 
Was permanent and their charges resolute. Amidst 
these charges and near the close of the contest we 
lost a field piece by the fali of the officer who wss 
serving it with the same coolness as if he had been 
at a parade of review. This was lieutenant Smith, of 
the light artillery, who, in point of merit, stood at 
the head of his grade. The enemy having halted and 
our troops being again formed into battalion front to 
front, we resumed our position on the bank of the 
river, and the infantry being much fatigued, the 
whole were re-embarked and proceeded down the 
river without anv further annoyance from the enemy 
or their gun-boat, while the dragoons with five pieces 
of light artillery marched down the Canada siiore 
without molestation. 

It is due to his rank, to his worth and his services, 
that I should make particular mention of brigadier- 
general Covington, who received a mortal wound 
directly through the body while animating his men 
and leading them to the charge. He fell, where he 
fought, at the head of his men, and survived but two 
days. 

‘The next morning the flotilla passed through the 
Saut and joined that excellent officer brigadier-gene- 
ral Brown, at Barnharts, near Cornwall, where he 
had been instructed to take post and wait my arrival, 
and where I confidently expected to hear of major- 
general Hampton’s arrival on the opposite shore. But 
immediately after I halted, colonel Atkinson, the 
inspector general of the division under major-general 
Hampton, waited on me with a letter from that 
officer, ip which, to my unspeakable regret and 
enterins, he declined the junction ordered, and in- 
formed he was marching towards lake Champlain by 
way of co-operating in the proposed attack on Mon- 
treal. This leiter, together with a copy of that to 
which it is an answer, was immediately transmitted 
to a counci} of war, composed of my general officers 
aud the colonel commanding the Elite, the chief 
engineer and the adjutant-general, who unanimously 
guve it as their opinion that “the attack on Montreal 
should be abandoned for the present season, and the 
army near Cornwall should be immediately crossed 
to the American shore for taking up winter quar- 
ters, and that this place afforded an eligible position 
for such quarters.” 

I acquiesced in these opinions, not from the short- 
ness of the stock of provisions, (which had been 
geduced by the acts of God) because that of our 


been reduced only two days, and because we.couk, 
in case of extremity, have lived on the enemy; but 
because the loss of the division under major-general 
Hampton weakened my force too sensibly to justify 
ihe attempt. In all my measures and movements af 
moment, I have taken the opinions of my general 
officers, which have been in accord with my own. 
I remained on the Canada shore until next day, 
without seeing or hearing from the “powerful force” 
of the enemy in our neighborhood, and the same day 
reached the position with the artillery and infantry, 


The dragoons have been ordered to Utica and its 


vicinity, and I expect are fifty or sixty miles on the 

march. 

You have under cover a summary abstract of the 
killed and wounded in the affair of the 11th inst. 
which shall soon be followed by a particular return, 
in which a just regard shall be paid to individual 
merits. The dead rest in honor, and the wounded 
bled for their country and deserve its gratitude. 

With perfect respect, I have the honor to be, sir, 
your obedient, humble servant, 

(Signed) JAMES WILKINSON. 
Extract of a letter of the 15th of November from 
general Wilkinson. 

“It is a fact, for which Lam authorised to pledge 
myself on the most confidential authority, that on 
the fourth of the present month, the British garrison 
of Menireal consisted solely of 400 marines and 200 
sailors, which had been sent up from Quebec. We 
have with the provisions here and that left at Chata, 
guay, about forty days subsistence, to which I siall 
add thirty more.” 

Hon zen. Armstrong, secretary of War. 

Return of the killed and wounded of a detachment 
of the army of the United States, descending the 
St. Lawrence river, under the command of msjor- 
general James Wiikinson, in an action fought at 
Williamsburgh in Upper Canada, on the 11th of 
November, 1813, 

_ Killed—Subalterns 3, serjeants 7, corporals 3, mu- 
sicians 1, privates S8—total 102. 
Wounded—Brigadier-general 1, assistant adjutant 
general 1, aid-de-camp 1, colonel 1, major 1, captains 
5, subalterns 6, serjeants 9, corporals 13, musicjap 
1, privates 198—total 237. 

Total killed and wounded 339. 

Names of the commissioned officers killed and wounded. 
Killed—Lieutenant Wm. W. Smith, of the light 

artillery ; lietitentant David Hunter, of the 12th re- 

giment of infantry; lieutenant Edward Oimstead, 
15th do. do. 

Wounded—Brigadicr-general Leonard. Covington, 
mortally, (since dead) , major Talbot Chambers, as- 
sistant adjutant-general, slightly ; maj. Darby Noon, 
aid-de-camp to brigadier-general Swartwout, slight 
ly; colonel James P.. Preston, of the 23d regiment 
infantry, severely, his right thigh fractured ; major 
W. Cummings, 8th regiment, severely; captaim 
Edmund Foster, 9th do. slightly ; captain David S. 
Townsend,* do. do. severely ; captain Mordecai My- 
ers, i3th do. severely ; captain John Campbell, do. 
slightly ; captain John B. Murduck, 25th do. slight- 
ly; lieutenant Wm. S. Heaton, 11th do. severely; 
lieutenant John Williams 13th do. slightly; liest- 
John Lynch,* 14th do. severely ; lieutenant Peter 
Peiham,* 2ist do. severely; lieutenant James D. 
Brown, 25th do. slightly ; lieutenant Arcihbald C, 
Crary, do. do. severely, in . 1e skirmish the day be- 
fore the action. 

Adjutant general’s office, Head- Quarters, 
Military district, No. 9, French Bills, Nov. 1814 

(Signed) T.B.WALBACK, .ddju taut-gen- 


a, 





—— 
— 





micat lad been increased five days, and our bread had} 


* Taken prisoyep. 
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W. B. Colonel Preston commanded the 13th regi- 
ment of infantry during the action ; and major‘Cum- 
mings did duty with the 16th regiment infantry in 
the action. 

‘rom. veneral, Wilkinson to general Hampton. 


Head-Qurarters of the army, 7 miles above Ogdewburg, — 
November 6th, 1813, (in the evening). 


Sire—I address you at the speciai isiance of the 
secretary of war, who by bad roads, worse weather 
aud ill heaith, was diverted from meeting me near 
this pluce, and determined to tread back his.steps to 
Washuigton from Antwerp on the 29th ult. 

Lam destined io and determmed on the attack of 
Moniveal, if uot preven ed by some act of God; anu 
to give security to the enterprize, the division under 
your commend must co-operate with the corps under 
my immediate orders; the point of rendezvous is 
tlic circumstance of greatest interest to the issue 
of this operation, and the distance which separates 
us, and my ignorance of the practicability of the 
direct or devious roads or routs by which you must 
march, make it necessury that your own judymen: 
suould determine the point; to assist you in making 
the soundest determinatuon, and to the must prompi 
and cileciuai measures, L can only inform you of my 
jnientions and situstion in some respects of first um- 
portsce. shall pass Prescoit to-night, because the 
giage of the season will noi allow me three days to 
take it, shall cross the cavalry at Hamiuitoa, which 
willno. require a day. L shall thence pass forward 
and break downevery obstruction to this river with 
Grand river, there to cross the Isie Perroi, and with 
my scows to bridge the narrow inner channel and 
thus obtain foothoid on Montreai Istand about twen- 





five miles from the city; «fier which our artillery, | 
bayonets and swords must secure our triumph or| 
provide us honorable graves. ¥ | 

Enciosed you have a memorandum of field and) 
battering train, pretty well iound in fixed ainmuni- 
tion, which may enxble you to dismuss your own ; but 
we are deficient in loose powder and musket car- 
tridges, and therefore hope you may be abundantly 
found. 

Ona the subject of provisions I wish I could give as 
favorable information; our whole stock of bread 
may be computed at about fifteen diavs, and our 
meat at twenty. In speaking on this subject to the 





secretary of war, he informed me ample magazines 
were laid up on lake Champlain, and therefore I must 
request of you to order forward two or three months 
supply by the safest rout, in a direction to the pro- 
posed scene of action. I have submitted the siate 
of our provisions to my general officers, who unani- 
mously agree that it shouid not prevent ihe progress 
of the expedition ; and they also agree ia opinion, 
that if you are not in force to face the enemy, you 
should meet us at St. Reyis or its vicinity. 

[ shall expect to hear trom, if not see you at that 
place on the 9th, and have the honor to be, respect- 
fully, your obedient humbie servant, 

(Signed) JA. WILKINSON. 
+Majer general Hampton. 
From general Hampton to general Wilkinson. 
Head-Quarters, Four Corners, Noy. 8, 1813, 

Sir—I had the honor to receive, at a late Jiour iast 
evening, by colonel King, your communication of the 
6c, and was deeply impressed with the sense of re- 
sponsibility it imposed of deciding upoa the means 
of our co-operation, The idea suggested as the 
opinion of your officers of effecting the junction at 
St. Regis, was the most pleasing, as most immediate, 
until I came to the disclosure of the amount of your 
supplies of provisions. Cvlonel Atkinson will ex- 
plain the reasons that would have rendered it impos- 

Sible for me to have brought more than each man 





sould bave garried on his back ; and when I reflect-| 


ed ibat in throwing myself upon your scanty means, 
ishould be weakening you in your most vulnerable 
point, I did not hesitate to adopt the opinion, after 
consulting the general and principal officers, that by 
throwing myself back on my main depot, when all 
the means of transportation had gone, and falling 
upon the enemy’s flank, and stramng every cfiort to 
open a communication from Plattsburgh ‘to ‘Coghna- 
aga, or any other point you may indicnte on the ‘St. 
Lawrence, I should more effectually contribute to 
sour success, than by the junction at St. Regis. The 
Way is in many plac¢es blockaded and abatted, and 
the road impracticable for wheel carriages during 
winter—but by the employment of pack horses, if I 
4am not overpovered, 1 hope to be uble to prevent 


your starving. Lhave ascertained and witnessed that - 


the plan of the enemy is to burn and comsumeevery 
ihing in our advance. My troops and other-means 
wili be described to you by colonel Atkinson. Be- 
sides their rawness and sickliness, thev have endured 
fatigues equal to.a winter campaigh, in the ‘te 
snows and bad weather, and are sadly dispirited and 
fallen off: but upon the subject I must refer vou'to 
colonel Atkinson. 

With these means, what can be accomplished by 
human exertion, I will attempt. With a mind de- 
voted to the general objects of the campaign, TI have 
the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, vour most 
obedient servant, W. HAMPTON. 
Mie exc. major-general James ¥Wilkinson. 

GENERAL WILKINSON TO GENERAL ARMSTRONG. 
Heud- Quarters, French Mills, 
November 18, 1813. 

Sir—I beg this may be considered as an appendage 
to my official communication respecting the action of 
the 11th instant. 1 last evening received the enclosed 
information, the result of the examination of sundry 
prisoners, taken on the field of battle, which justifies 
tie opinion of the surviving general officers'who were 
in the engagement : this goes to prove, that although 
the imperious obligations of duty did not allow me 
sufficient time to route the enemy, they were beater 
—the accidental joss of one field piece notwithstand- 
ing, after it had been discharged fifteen or twenty 
times. I have also learned, from what is considered 
good authority, but 1 will net vouch for the correc: - 
ness of it, that the enemy’s loss exceeded five hun- 
dred kilied and wounded. The enclosed report will 
correct an error in mv former communications—as it 
appears it was the 89th, and not the 84th British 
regiment which was engaged on the Iith. “I berg 
ieave to mention, relative to the action of the 11th, 
what, from my extreme indisposition, T have omitted: 
having received information Late in the day, that the 
contest had become somewhat dubious, l ordered up 
a reserve of six hundred men, whom I had directed 


‘to stand by their arms, under lieutenant-colonel Up- 


ham, who gallantly led them into the action, which 
terminated a few minutes after their arriyal on the 
ground, 
With much consideration and respect, T have the 
honor to be, sir, your obdt. humble serv-nt, 
JAS. WILKINSON. 


The hon. John Armstrong, sec’ry at war. 


Statement of the strength of the enemy in the action of 


the 11th November, 1813, on Keusler’s freld in TFil- 
liamsburaz, in Ubper Canada—founded on the sepu- 
rate examination of a niunber of British prisoners 
taken on the field of battle. 


O; the 89th regiment 760 

49th 450 
Voltigeurs 270 
Glengary’s 80 


40'a detachment from 
Prescott. 


Or the 1.Qth 
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. tion sailed in a flotilla of boats, which have covered 








236 THE WEEKLY REGISTER—SATURDAY, DEGEMBER 4, 1815. 


<= 





~~ 


Canadian Fencibles 220 
Indians 40 
Incorporated militia 300 


2170 
Four pieees of mounted artillery ; and seven gun- 
boats—one mounting a 24 pounder. 
I certify that the above statement is correct agree- 
ably to the statement of the above mentioned 
prisoners. 





(Signed) I. JOHNSON, 
Inspector-generak 2d division. 
Hean-QuaRTERs, ' 


French Mills, Nov. 16, 1813. 
GENERAL WILKINSON'S ARMY.—JOURNAL. 

Grenadier Island, October 30.—This day the ad- 
vance corps of the army left this island under general 
Brown, on a most important expedition to Canada. 
The concentration of the expedition has been long 
delayed by events which none but He who holds the 
winds and waves in control, could have averted. 

Nov. 2.—The day the rear division of the expedi- 





the river for nearly five miles. Tie dragoons have | 
been sent down by land on the American side of the! 
river. They amouat to about 500—the infantry and | 
other arms are estimated at from 7 to 10,000. From |! 
this island, which is situated at the east end of lake 
Ontario, to Montreal, following the course of the 
river, is estimated at 180 miles. 

Si. Lawrence River, Nov. 2—The van of the ex- 
pedition has arrived at French creek, about 18 miles! 
from Grenadier island. Here it was attacked yester- 
day and today, by a floiilla from Kingston, which 
attacks were returned and repulsed. Our loss 10) 
Killed and wounded. The flotilla returned to Kings- 
ton. 

Nov. 2.—The whole expedition concentrates at 
French Creek. 

Nov. 4—The expedition is passing down the river 
—has cleared the Thousand Islands—and is ap- 
proaching Augusta (or Precott) where the British 
have a strong fort and garrison: but where the river | 
is nearly two miles wide. The army can pass fur out | 
of point-blank shot. 

Nov. 7—Last night the army passed fort Prescott | 








goons should pass round the head of the lake on the 
Canada side. 





Extract of a letter, dated 
“Font Groner, Nov. 14. 

“Dear Sir—We had a grand brigade parade yes. 
terday. Our effective force on this side of the river 
is****men, independent of 300 volunteers that have 
arrived under the last call of gen. M‘Clure, by order 
of gen. Harrison. The object of calling on volun- 
teers was, for the purpose of dispossessing the ene- 
my of Burlington heiglts. I think there will be at 
least 200 volunteers more under the said orders.— 
Gen. Harrison’s force is not far frorm****effective 
men. I think we shall be able to start for the herghits 
by Wednesday, with a force of at least **** men, 
besides some Indians. The information that we 
have received to day by two deserters, siated the 
force of the enemy to be 1000 regulars and 1700 
Indians, with six 6 pounders, two 9’s and one 1, 
tolerably well fortified on the heigh’s. 

Gen. M’Clure is certainly entitled to much credit, 
for his exertions in effecting the improverent and 
discipline of the militia. He has been inccfatica- 
ble—they are equal in every respect to reguio 
Gen. Harrison has paid us several compliments, Hc 
acknowledged that our troops are equal to bis in 
spect to discipline. I do not hesitate to say that o 
better disciplined body of militia have not been ij 
service this war. 

‘J have been broke off in my letter by hearing the 
long roll beat in gen. H’s camp. We are all uncer 
arms—there is a fleet in sight, and we cunnet ascer- 
tain whether an enemy or not, I will resume my 
letter inthe morning. 

“Monnar EvVextNG, Noy. 15. 

“The fleet in sight last evening proved to be ours. 
They came to anchor in the river about 11 o’clock 
this morning. Our expedition is compietely knock- 
ed in the head for the present. General Larrison’s 
troops are now embarking for Sackett’s Harbor. 

NAVAL. 

Six of the crew of the Mujestic razee got on shore 
on Cape Cod, and deserted. 

The schr. Experiment, Thompson, of New-York, 
was captured on the 19th, off Cape Hienry—a prize- 





(Prevost.) The general resorted to the expedient of! master and three men sent on board and two of the 
sending some old boats forward, on which the Bri-!crew taken out, the czptain and one man left. Same 
tish artillerists exhausted their long shot ; and the night captain T. re-captured his vessel. The sci. 
army passed harmless, excepting from one shot ‘Federalist, taken bv the British, was sent into cepe 
which killed two men and wounded three others.! Afay for ransom. The citizens took possession of the 
The expedition this day reached Hamilton which is|yessel and set the men at liberty. The lieutenant is 


“of St. Regis, on the boundary line between the Uni- 


about 20 miles below Prescott and Ogdensburg, and | 
about 95 miles from Montreal. 

Nov. 9—The expedition has halted at Hamilton.! 
The dragoons which had marched down the river on| 
the American side, were this day embarked on board | 
scows and boats, and landed near Williamsburg. | 
At the same time about 1,500 men of gen. Boyd’s 
brigade were also landed, with a view to cover the 
boats through the rapids, where the defiles are nar- 
‘ow and where the enemy have erected block-houses. 
Tie dragoons could not conveniently be transported 
down the rapid part of the river in the boats. ‘The 
expedition will move down, pari pasax, with the) 
troops and cavalry landed. Heavy cannonade was 
heard this day at and near Cornwall on the Canada| 
sid situated about 5 miles above the Indian village 


teu States and Lower Canada. 
.\ov. 10—The expedition passed to opposite St. 


Regis. It is stated to be the intention of general) nm 
Wiukinson to re-embark the infantry here and take 
them down lake St. Francois (a part where the river 
expands into an ¢xtgnsive lake ;) and that the dra- 





in Philadelphia. 

Carrain Carprn.—From the United States Ga- 
zette.—*I observe that at a public entertainment,late- 
ly given in London, very distinguished honors and 
compliments are bestowed on eaptain Carden, for his 
gallant defence of his majesty’s ship Macedonian, 
against “a superior and overwhelming force”? Wt is 
well to tell this story now—but it is a fact, that 
captain Carden will not venture to deny, that when, 
before the war, he was.at Norfolk with his sbip, 
Decatur was also there with the United States ; and 
they were frequently on board each oiler’s vessels. 
Captain Carden then contended that his was the 
superior ship and better suited to combat. He said 
to Decatur, if you and l ever meet at sea as enemies, 
I shall take you—he particularly contended for the 
advantage of 18 pounders over 24’s, considering the 
adoption of them in the British navy, as a strict in} 
provement ; alleging that the 18’s could be fired ane 
anaged with so much more facility, that ma given 
time they would throw more weight of metal than 
the 24’°s and were equally destructive where they 
struck.” 
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BLOOKADE OF THE CHESAPEAKE. 

The enemy vessels now in the Chesapeake consist 

of the Dragon 74; Armine 38; Lacedemonian 36; 

and two brigs. 
BLOCKADE OF NEW-LONDON. | 

The second battery at Groton is rapidly com- 

pleting. Seven additional 24 pounders were mounted 

upon it a few days ago. New-London is becoming a 
very strong place. 





:m 


Expatriation—Impressment. 
DESULTONY REMARKS—PHRHAPS, NEW. 
The late order of the British government commu- 
nicated through sir George Prevost to major-general 





nation, or tribe of people, on the globe, that holds an 
intercourse with any other nation, or tribe. The very 
savages, under the name of adoption, recognize it. 
The forms vary, but the principle is the same in all. 
If what is and alzays has been, the universal practice 
of nations, does not constitute a part of the laws of 
nations, T should Jike to know what the laws of na- 
tions are. 
subject of naturalization [see note at the end]; nay, 
she has acknowledged the right of expatriation by 
legislating wpon the number of emigrants that may. 
leave her territories for those of a foreign state, pro- 
portioning them to the tonnage of the vessel in which 
they are about to depart. But we have no need of 
this—the right of expatriation is, ipso fucto, recog- 
mized in an assumption of the right to naturalize 


Wilkinson, avd the proceedings of the President! furejgnera; for it is impossible to suppose that all 


thereon, in ordering forty-six British officers into 
close confinement, in guarantee for the safety of 
that number of Americans so held in Quebec, has ex- 
cited afresh the discussions on the right of eapatri- 
ation, ancl renewed the question on the practice of 
impressment ; as itis to the former, that the British 
advocaies mainly depend to excuse their client, with 
self-known falsity pretending that native Americans 
are taken only by “mistake.” 

It is among the arts of “our writers,” as John Hen- 
ry called them, to confound by “much speaking” the 
plain rule of right—and to enlist, if it be possible, 
the native prejudices of the people, not only against 
the administration, but the constitution itself; which 
they would gladly destroy, that the views of Great 
Britain may be accomplished. 

So much has been said on those subjects that it 
is hardly to be expected a new idea can be started 
in relation to them: yet the ground chiefly taken 
below has not been travelled over, (to the best of my 
recollection) and may afford some instruction. 

Though I am no lawyer, (as it is fashionable for 
editors to be) but a mere printer, I venture to say, 
there is no principal of the natural or written law | 
more perfectly understood than this—rHat waat 
Til LAW EXPRESSLY PERMITS A PERSON TO DO, 1T WILL 
JUSTIPYAND SUPPORT HIMIN DOING. 

Tne constitution of the United States providse for 
the “naturalization of foreigners”’—which provision 
recognizes the right of expatriation, and promises 
protection to those who exercise it. The tivo lutter 
are the inevitable consequences of the former 

Is it not rather to be wondered, that Washington 
aid all the able jurists and most venerable sages 
who so deliberately framed and carefully digested 
every part of that glorious instrument ; and the col- 
lected wisdom of the individual states that collated, 
revised, amended, and finally adopted, our con- 
stitution, should never have discovered that it con- 
tained a deuding principle that was an outrage upon 
the established law of nations ? How much ts it to be 
regretted, that some very learned gentleman, such 
as the editor of the Lendon Courier, or other more 
learned editors that [could mention, had not then 
stepped forward to save this republic from the ban 
of the civilized world,* for its innovation upon that 
essential quality that binds society toygcther ! 

But what are the real merits of the case? The 
right and practice of expatriation is of the oldest 
tradition. It existed, and was acknowledged, in the 
days of Jfoses and lycurgus, and now exists in every 
ee 

*“If Mr. Madison proceeds in the course he has 
taken (to retaliate on the enemy his own barbarity, as 
sAcwn in the letter of sir G. Prevost} he will tind 

the whole civilized world against lin, Without the 
solitary exception of cven Bonaparte himselt.” 








nations have, (at all times, past and present) by 
naturalization, violated the law of nations in regard 
to expatriution ; which law is built upon the usages 
of nations. Without expatriation there cannot be 
naturalization. Let the very learned editor of the 
London Courier, or his more learned fellow craftsmen 
in the United States, say if this is not so. 

When I have thought upon expatriation and natu- 
ralizatiox; but more particularly, at times, when I 
have heard of an American seaman impressed, and 
flogged by the British, for “refusing to do duty,” as 
the llgerine term is, the interview between Pau? 
and the centurion, as recorded in the 22d chapter of 
the Acts of the Apostles, has frequently presented it- 
self. A “chief captain” had ordered the Apostle to 
be “examined by scourging”— 

“And when they had bound him with thongs, 
Paul said to the centurion that stood by, Is it lawful 
for you to scourge a man that is a Roman and un- 
condemned 2? 

“‘Wihen the centurion heard that, he went and told 
the chief captain, saying, Z'ake heed what thou doest; 
for this man is a Roman. 

“Then the chief captain came, and said unto him, 
Tell me, art thou a Roman? He said, Yea. 

“And the chief captain answered, with a great 
sum obiained I this freedort. And Paul said, duet £ 
was free born. 

‘““lHEN STRAIGHTWAY THEY DEPARTED FROM HIM 
WHICH SHOULD HAVE EXAMINED HIM: and -the chief 
caplain also was afraid, AFTER HE KNEW THAT HE 
WAS A ROMAN, Guid because he had bound him.” 

What a flood of intelligence and field for re- 
mark is opened in this beautiful and appropriate 
passage! Let us briefly apply its various points te 
the matter before us. 

Provosition. Is it laxful for yon to ssourge a man 
that is @ ROMAN aud UNCONDEMNED? 

Avpxication. The Bittiah officers, not the “chief 
captains” only, but the most unfeeling puppies and 
infamous brutes that the British navy contains, do, 
at their own discretion, or caprice, lay held on, bin.’ , 
make slaves of, and scourge, the free person of a:. 
American citizen, “UNCONDEMNED.” 

Prov. Take heed what thou deest: YOR THIS 724 
IS A ROMAN, 

Arr. ‘Though it be known to the manstealer, 1!:.:. 
the person carried off and scourged, is an Amer.c..7. 
citizen, he does not “take heed what he doeth.? ic 
would not take from a ship on the high seas, a }o:1;- 
of cotton or hogshead of tobacco, let him “suspect” 
them as much as he pleased, because he knvws 
there isa law in respect to those things that may 
punish him. But has never heard that his govern- 
ment even ceusured one of its oficcrs for carrying 
off wz, however outrageous the case may have beer, 
tte knows that be will be approved for Keeping wu; 





‘ [Mi ¥. Evening Post. | 


‘he complement of bis crew; and that the wopgt 4" t 


England has many statute laws on the’ 
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can possibly happen to him is, to have the man re- 
leased afier months or years of servitude, without 
remuneration or pay. Such a release is what the Bri- 
tish government esteem the very limit of all that jus- 
tice demands ; and there are creatures in the United 
States who call it “magnanimous” to restore the wea- 
ther-beaten sailor on these terms!—If instead ofa 
man, a freeman, created in God’s own image, he 
were a senseless bale of cottonor a hogshead of the 
weed tobacco, his government might prosecute the 
robbery even to the execution of the robber; and 
though the flag so protects property that it cannot be 
touched “uncondemned,” the citizen of a free state 
has no redress or security !—But ihe time must and 
will come, when punishmeni shal! be inflicted for this 
horrible abuse. Decatur’s banner, “FREE TRADE 
AND NO IMPRESSMENT,” is nailed to the mast 
Whois base enough to strike it ?—“Don’? G1Vr UP THE 
sup !” 

Prop. .4rt thou a Roman ? And he said, Yea. 

Aer. When animpvessed seaman alleges that he 
is an American, the British “examining” ofiicer, 
nine times out of ten, decently calls him a “liar.”°— 
If he exhibits the proofs of his citizenship, they are 
torn to pieces and thrown in his face, with a superet- 
lious observation, that “such things may be purchas- 
ed for hulf-a-crowna piece in America,” or, they are 
heedlessly handed to the purser to be put among the 
papers of the ship. 

On a former occasion I observed that the work of 
debasement began with the use of those papers grant- 





political mancuvre, with that firmness in honesty, 
undissembled piety and bluntness of remark that 
characterizes him. “Aye sir, but isit just 2 Do wraw 
YOU BELIEVE TO BE RIGHT, AND LEAVE THE REST To 
con.” To which also the pointed saying of Franklin 
applies——* He who gives up essential liberty to pur-> 
chase temporary safety, deserves neither liberty nor 
sufety”” TL humbly recommend these maxims to the 
rulers of the present day, and to the people of every 
class and condition. All of us will find our account 
m observiny; them. 

Prov. Aud the chief captain said, with a great sum 
obtained I tuis freedom.” 

Ape. The chief cap.ain was a naturalized citizen 
of Rome. He had expatriated himseif and beid a high 
office in his adopted country. Would not Rome 
have protected the person of this cit:zen “against a 
world in arms ?”? But to bring the case to an imme. 
diate bearing—would not Great Britain protect and 
defend, at every hazard, any who had become her 
subjects according to the provisions of ler statutes, 
‘referred to below, for the naturalization of foreigners? 


Let us have a plain yea or nay. Tie que-ien is 


distinctly stated, and none but a knave wiii refuse 
to answer it. I pery THe answer. But “our writers” 
will not answer it. 

it is among the arts of those very learned and 
candid gentiemen, the editor of the London Couvier, 
and his brother editors on this side of tive Aé/antic, 
to represent the doctrine of nuturalization, as con- 
tenaed for by the United Siates, as something new 





ed to seamen, called “protections.” We do not affect 
to deny that many obtain them illegally—for perju- 
ry and false papers may be expected sometimes to 
be found on board an American vessel, seeing that 


and unknown to the law of nations. It is by them to 
be lamented, that they cannot make it out to be a 
“French,” doctrme : it would rhyme so well with the 
NEW “French” notions on the freedom of commerce,§ 
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the British govEnNMENT have for years justified the|that we should have a most harmonious clamor. It is 
use of them as well as of downright forgeryt—but| unfortunate for these gentlemen, that British sta- 
the grand error was in granting protections at ail.| tutes are now in force and acted upon, more than 4 
—It tacitly admitted that the British might over-| hundred years old, for the naturalization of frreign- 
haul our vessels for men and take them out at dis-jers ; investing them with precisely the same rights, 
eretion ; and the practice had proceeded to such jas to citizenship, that we do, though with much less 
lengths, that an American national vesse\ of war was| formula and probation than is required by the United 
actually searched by a press gang from a British ship, | States. Weii—and having made a man a citizen or 
during Mr. Adams’ administration. This roused the} subject according to law, how shall you deprive him 
spirit of seventy-six. The president ignominously |of that protection and those privileges that belong 
dismissed the commander that srbmitted to the in-|to his new condition? ‘The English law says, that 
dignity; and directed that thereafter the crew of anja person so naturalized, “shall, to all intents and pur- 
United States’ vessel should never be mustered but poses, be taken and deemed as a natural born subject.” 
by their own officers, on any occasion or in any man-j|Is it lawful in Greet Britain and unlawful in the 
ner soever. A like demand had been made on rug- United States to do the same thing, the law of na- 
ged old Decatur (father of the present gallant com- tions being the umpire ? 
modore) and the high spirited captain Viney, at) But, if we want positive evidence that the British 
different times. The British boarding licut. modest-' government has acknowledged the right of expatri- 
/y requested that our naval officers would exhibit, ation, we have it in the history of our own revolution. 
the “protections” [bits of paper] of their men. 'The American people’ had the right to expatriat? 
“They are there and there,” scornfuily said these | themselves, or they were rebels. “Rebels” captured 
gentuine Americans, pointing first at the star spangled|cannot be treated and held as prisoners of war for 
banner and then to the guns—and, said Decatur, this;exchange; but our fathers, taken in battle, were 
is the music that belongs to them,” ordering the drums | exchanged as “prisoners of war,” and the authority 
to beatup yankee dovdle. Tukst vessrts were Not !|of congress, and of Washington, as their general, Was 
seancHEen. Had this stand been taken at the Jegin- | acknowledged very soon after the controversy begal. 
wing, it is very probable that the present war might| What is the country of the queen of Wirtemburs, 4 
have been avoided. But it was thought expedient to/ daughter of George and Charlotte Guelph ? Is she 4 
attempt to check, rather than strike at the root of subject of England and the queen of a state pre 
the evil, atonce. Well do I remember, when a youth. | sumed independent ? It is impossible that she cai be 
to have heard that venerable whig and most excel-| both. She must be one or the other. Wauuica is SHE? 
lent man who now is at the head of the medical staft! But a more remarkable case wow strikes me. The 
ef the United Siates, Dr. James Tilton, say to a per-/ affair of James Nupper Tandy, a distinguished Trish- 
son who was speaking of the expediency of some | maz, is familiar to every one. The British bullied the 
: ; Jree imperial city of Hamburg into a delivery of his 
T See “simulated pspers” in various places in the} person, and they carried him off in triumph, desig 
Register. The British government counterfeited and | ing to execute him tor the double crime of rebelliow 
attempted to put into circulation, the contmental | jy Ireland, and of treason for bearing arms af inst 
bilis of the United Siaies and assignats of F’ranee.| ~ 
Yuts 1s “mOuaLi?r.” } 











—— 





§ See ““Lpeaty ef Wirecht, vol. 4, 3482° 
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his “legitimate” sovereign, for he had a commission 
in the ’rench service. But Bonaparte demanded him 
as a “French” soldier, and he was given up; and 
even without exchange put down at the place from 
whence he had been taken. 

Paor. “Then straightway they departed from him, 
which shold have examined him [i. e. should have 
scourged him] aud the chief captain also was afraid, 
AcT2R HE KNEW TUAT HE WAS A ROMAN, and because 
he had bound him.” , 

Apr. What might be said on this has already been 
anticipated, Besides, ‘the proposition, in itself, as 
applied to the things under omnsideration, is so easily 
reducible to the cases to which it belongs, that any 
remark is deemed unnecessary. 


On what prineiple of law or moral justice are these men 
so treated 2? 

5. Swedes, Danes and Germans, nay, even French« 
men, who had emigrated to the United States, and 
become citizens, have been impressed—and on being 
demanded by the American government, refused a 
release on the ground that they were Swedes, Danegg, 
Germans or Frenchmen. Twis 1s ovriczat. If “hie 


men taken und retained 2 


being demanded as impressed seamen, have been re- 
fused to be given up, on the plea, that they had mar- 
ried English women. - Is the simple fact of a sailor’s 
wedding more competent to the naturalization of a 





We shall only add to this subject of expatriation, 
that under some and certain conditions, every writer 
on the public law admits, that a,man may cast off 
his “natural allegiance.” It is true, there are cases 
where it is rank treason to do so. Such, for instance, 
1 should consider it in a person who came to the 
United States from the British dominions since the 
war, or even when there was a reasonable certainty 
that war would take place between the two coun- 
tries, Who should take up arms in our behalf. But he 
that emigrated lawfully cannot be made criminal, by 
the course of events, over which he had no control. 
Aad though I would not advise or desire that any 
who were not citizens of the United States when the 
war began, should take up arms except for local 
defence; yet those who were citizens, at that time, 
must be protected as such, or we are nothing. dnd 
tary will be protected. It is truly ridiculous to observe, 
that the editor of the London Courier and his brother 


foreigner, according to the laws of nations, than the 
five years probation, and solemn engagements re-, 
quired by the United States ? 

5. Would the Brrrisa suffer the crews of their 
vessels to be overhauled for men, as they overhaul} 
AMERICAN vessels ? 

6. And, lastly,—Who is he that shall sign a treaty 
|with Great Britain to admit, that an American ves- 
sel may be searched, and her men carried away, at 
any time, at the discretion or caprice of any of the 





seamen is a point in the controversy, and that a trea- 
ty which shall deny or admit the right or practice, 
must be made, let peace come when it will. 

Will the learned gentleman come ‘foot to foot” and 
meet these simple propositions ? They are definite, 
and require nothing by way of preface or preamble. 
beginning with, a “little while before Adam was 
created.” They want but Aonesty in the respondent 


editors in America, who would give up to be half; If there is ove honest man that excuses impressment, 


hung, then have their bowels torn ont and thrown in 
their faces, those naturalized citizens, formerly sub- 
jects of England, that may be found in arms against 
her, eulogize as godlike, the conduct of Moreau, 
Wo was Killed in fighting against France. 

But thest learned and liberal gentlemen very well 
Know that the claim of Great Britain to the services 
of her “natural born subjects” [jast or unjust] is 
only the pretence for the practice of impressment— 
the principle is that “his majesty wants men and 
must have them.” Britain has from 80 to 100,00U 
“roREIGN seamen” in her navy and merchant ves- 
$els/—shall she accuse us Of inveigling her sailors ! 
The excuse is too pitiful. 

Let any of those gentlemen, so learned in the laws 
of nations, so well convinced of the magnanimity 
and justice of the British gover\ ment, and s9 zea- 
lous that “their king should have his own,” attend to 
the queries below. 1 indignantly hurl them into the 
teetin of the advocates; let us have no twisting or 
turning, with a rigmarole of words long enough to 
unite Boston with Halifax, but a plain, simple, can- 
did answer, to exonerate or condemn. I should like 
to see those folks attempt to reconcile the practice 
of my enemy, with the abstract principles they con- 

« 


tend for on behalf of their friend. 


1. It is notorious, that some few hundreds of im-' 


pressed /Imerican seamen have been “given up,” as 
the British call it, since the war, without any new 
proofs of their citizenship, Why were not these men 
released before the war 2 ' 

2. It is officially stated by the British government 
that those impressed seamen given up, as aforesaid, 
Were and would be held as prisoners for exchange.— 


tees 





| See proceeding in the British parliament, June 
13, 1811, wherein it is shewn that in their merchants’ 
Service, in the year 1810, there were employed but 
~4,000 British seamen, and 58,000 “foreign” seamen. 





let HIM answer. 
NOTE. 
Laws of Great Britain on the subject of naturalization. 

* And tor the beiter encouraging of foreign mari- 
ners and seamen, to come and serve on board ships 
belonging to the kingdom of Great Britain ; be it fur- 
ther enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every 
such foreign mariner or seaman, who shall from and 
afier the said 25th day of April, have faithfully 
served on board her majesty’s ships of war,, or any 
privateer, or merchant or trading ship or ships, ves- 
sel or vessels, which at the time of such service shalt 
belong to any of her majesty’s subjects of Great 
Britain, for the space of two years, shall, to all in- 
tents and purposes, be deemed and taken to bea na- 
tural born subject of her majesty’s kingdom of Great 
Britain, and have and enjoy all the privileges, pow- 
‘ers, rights and capacities, which such foreign mari- 
iner, or seaman, could, should, ought to have had 
and enjoyed, in case he had been a natural born sub- 
ject of her majesty, and actually a native within the 
kingdom of Great Britain.”—(6 Anne, c. 37, sec. 30. 

** By statute 13, Geo. 2, c. 3, every foreign seaman 
‘who in time of war serves two years on board au 
English ship by virtue of the king’s proclamation, is 
ipso facto naturalized under the like restrictions as 
in 12 W. 5S, c. 2: (which statute of W. merely prohi- 
bits such naturalized foreigner from being a mem- 
ber of the privy council or of parliament, and from 
having grant of lands from the crown)-—and by sta- 
tute 13, Geo. 2, c. 7, 20. Geo. 2, c. 44, 22. Geo. 2, c. 
45, 2. Geo. 3, c. 25 and 13. Geo. 3. c. 25, all foreign 
protestants and Jews, wpon their residing seven years 
in any of the American colonies, without being ab- 
sent above two months at a time, and all foreign pro- 
festants serving two years in a military capacity 
there, or being three years employed in the whale 
fishery, without afterwards absenting themselves 
trom the king’s dominions for more than one year, 
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majesty” requires only his own subjects, why were these 


4. Acknowledged natives of the United States, on 3 


king’s officers? Recollect, that the impressment of 


and none ef them falling withm the meapacities dc¢- 
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clared by a statute 4, Geo. 2, c. 21, shall be (upon 
taking the oath of allegiance and supremacy, or in 
some cases making an aitirmation to the same effect) 
naturalized to all intents and purposes as if they had 
been born in this kingdom ; except as to sitting in 
parliament or being of the privy council and holding 
offices or grants of land, &e. from the crown 
Within the kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. 
By statute 26, Geo. 3, c. 20, s. 34, 27, 28 and 29. 
Geo. 3, c. 20, s. 25, every foreigner who has: esta- 
biShed himself and family in Great Britain and car- 
ried on the whale fishery and imported the produce 
thereof for the space of five years successively, is 
declared to be entitled to all the privileges of au na- 
tural born subject. 

For the first paragraph we are indebted to the re- 
marks of a master writer in the Boston Patriot. The 
ethers were collected by the editor of the Pennsyl- 
vania Republican, who handsomely observes 

_ ©The terms of naturalization are different in Great 
Britain and the United States; but the principles 
are the same. If Great Britain naturalizes and pro- 
tects foreigners, iow can she deny the United States 
the same right.” 
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teration be made, except in the number of pages issued 
in @ year, und the price required for them. And, though, 
n general, a sheet and a half will be published week. 
ly, the right must be reserved of sometimes issuin 

two sheets, or even more, at a time, provided that 
it shall appear advantageous to do so ; and of course, 
of omitting the general additional half-sheet, so as 
to bring the whole to its proper average. But extra, 
of gratuitous niimbers, shall be published as hitherio, 

In point of economy, this plan will probsbly be ap. 
proved by those who receive the Recisrex as a book 
of record and references the charge for binding will 
be but little, if any, enhanced; and, on the whole, 
the two volumes fer annum, containing the usual 
matter of ‘rarer; Will cost about one dollar and twenty 
five cents less, than that matter would do as published 
at present. 

The editor freely confesses that th:s proposition is 
thrown out for the consideration of his friends, ra. 
ther to gratify others than of his own will; for the 
increased labor and responsibility i$ not seen without 
apprehension nnd dread. But if such is the will of 


ithe patrons of the Rzersrser, the attempt shall be 


made; and urrangements entered into to preserve 
the flattering reputation the work now enjoys. 





TO THE PATRONS OF THE 


The present volume will end with February next. 


WEEKLY REGISTER. To try the opinion of his readers, the editor will 

The frequent want of room to insert and preserve With next weck, or as soon as may be, transmit to his 
all tha: is due to the political and civil history of agents proposal papers on which they will be invited 
these eventful times, uiduced the editor, in his last to enter their ayes and noes, as speedily as they can. 
number, to say, that an important proposition would If the “ayes have i” by a GREAT MAJORITY OF ALL THE 
be submitted to his readers in the present sheet.* scuscribens, the change will be made ; if otherwise, 
But previous to entering upon this maiter, he wishes 70 alteration can or will be attempted. Those negiect- 
it clearly understood, that no step will be taken to!ing their assent will be counted as in the negatives 
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jeopardize the liberal support the existing plan of pub-| 
licution receives; nor siull an alieration take place but 
upon the most unequivocal iestimony that a Lance Ma- 
sonigy of the friends of the work are in fuvor of the} 
procedure. 

It has often been desired by distinguislied gentie-' 
men in many parts of the United States, that ihe. 
Reevisver should have such an increase of matter as} 


} 


to take in, in deéajl, all that is comprehended in nts | 
plan. Partially to effect tis, the editor procured a} 
very costly small type, whicis is set up at a heavy ad-| 
ditional expence ; but tis type is so much ovjecied | 
to, that the disposition to give the matter is always at 
variance with the inclination to gratify those who 
wish it excluded, because they cannot read it with 
satisfaction: and the fact is, that littl more than 
halt of the articles are, or can be inserted, which 
ure deemed necessary to complete and jill up the va- 
vious purposes to which which the work is devoted. 

Li has, thercfore, been suggested, that two sheets, 
or, at least, a sheei aiid a half per week, shouid be 
issued, with a proportionate advance in the cost of 
the subscription. 

Whereupon it is proposed, & LARGE MAJORITY OF THE 
*RIENDS OF THE LKLiGISTER” AGREEING THERETO, AS 
AFORESAID, that, ai leust a sheet anda half, on the 
average, shall be published weekly, making two vo- 
huimes per annum as heretofore, and the subscription 
be seven instead of five doiiars a year, in advance. 

This additional space wouid enabie the editor to in. 
imsert ali the [interesting] duws of the United Staies, 
and of the several states; many decuments, speeches and 
debujes ; foreign official pupers and proceedings ; anda 
mighty mass of matter tial vow is, and otherwise must 
needs be, reluctantly omitted. Zhe present plan of the 
work will be rigidly ¢bserved, nor shull any material al- 





* ‘Vlus proposition was designed to have been m- 
serted in the list number, but pocvented by the m- 
disposition of tke editor, 
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The editor has jusi received a letter from his 
friend at Nashville, ‘Ten. communicating many par- 
ticulars of un acuon between yen. Jackson and the 
British allies, the Creek Indians, fought on the 7ih 
ult. in. which the enemy was completely defeated 
with the loss of two hundred and seventy eighi killed. 
—It wus supposed many more were slain that had 
not been found, on account of ihe high grass that 
covered the field of battle. The Indians were 1100 
strong and engaged in besieging a fort of Friendly 
Indians, who on being released were ready to join 
their forces with ours. We had 15 men killed and 
84 wounded, generally shghtly. The battle was 
tought at ‘Velledega, about 50 miles from tue Hic- 
kory ground. Among the trophies of victory was a 
standard bearing ue Spanish cross! Particulars 
hereafter. 





A “British official’ on the battle that Boyd had 
with the enemy, is received. It states that they 
deteated a force exceeding 4,000 men, and made 
400 prisonci's. 

Letters from Plattsburg dated Nov. 21, say that 
Hampton had received orders to jom Wilkinson at 
French Mulls. 

Letters from New-York announce the receipt of 
intelligence trom Halifax which state, that in @ 
dreadful gale of wind at that place, the La Hogue 74 
and Atalanta sloop of war were totally lost; an 
that all the vessels in port, except three were driven 
on shore, among them the St. Domingo 74. 


We have Bordeaux accounts to the 20th October" 
Noting new. ‘The French still remain at Dresden, 
evidentiy preparmg for some great enterpria®- 
A new conseription of 280.000 mean had been sevice, 
and 30,0068 men were marching into Spam. 


